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“Pahna Hitais hi“ | Pabna Basanta Kumar Vidyavinode, Bhatt«achsryya, Brehmin, 
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% Praja Bandhu ” Tippera Fortnightly  ... | Munshi Muhammad Ali Maar, Musalman, age 83 years 
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*Sanjiveni’ ... Calcut:a Lalit Mohan Das, late Professor, City College; Sibnath 


Sastri, M.a ; Rawananda Olfetterji, M. A., Editor, | 
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“Sansodhini’”  ... | Chittagong — Do. — Kashi Chandra Das Gupta, Brahmo, age 66 years 


* Buhrid’ oe | Perojpur Fortnightly Ram Chandra Pal, Kayastha 
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In the course of a long article dw atroc 5 „ . 1018 


Bri 
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which is noted for its religious toleration and 

mans as its loyal subjects, sh 

the 4 N tg 

Majesty the Emper rte 
i i Musalman subjects. ae. 3 

* rey ee [Calcutta or the 7th February thus refers to oertain Mexsxaanr, 
stories lately published by the “mytre about op — ee 

Naa. sions practised on the Moslems in the Balkan 
provinces by the allies :— 


BALKAN ATROCITIES. 
TERRIBLE OUTRAGES ON (OUR) MOTHERS AND SISTERS. 
Wanted vengeance. 


Musalmans, do you now understand how Ve stand? Will it be neces- 
sary now to point out to ps the path you should adopt? Alas, unhappy Musal- 
mans! Is not the Koran your sacred work? Is not Muhammad your 
Prophet ? Do you not obey the Koran and Hadis? Do you not often say 
that you are 22 to sacrifice everything for the sake of your religion, of 
the honour of your Koran, of obedience to Hadis and the commands of God ? 
Are you now proving the truth of those professions ? : 
lf you are genuine Musalmans, if you have a drop of Islamic blood flow- 
ing in your veins, vow to take vengeance for this. We know you cannot cut 
down your European enemies with your own hands, but means of the 
weapon of boycott, you must deprive them of their means of livelihood. If 
you cannot do that, you are a disgrace to the Moslem name. : h 
It is 2 pity that while serious deeds like these were happening, Britain 
made no reference at all to them in the course of the negotiations lately 
proceeding, Could Britain have remained quiescent like this, if a thousand 
part of similar oppressions had been committed on Christian peoples ? | 
3. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 7th February writes that the amv, 
nia British Government should have taken steps to 1 
oe inquire into the truth or otherwise of the alleged 
Balkan atrocities. Had Christians been similarly aggrieved, it could not have 
rested content merely with drawing the attention of the Bulgarian and Servian 
Governments to the matter, as it has in the present case. 
4. Referring to the revelation made by Mr. Burton in his book “Fiji een 
Indian coolies in Fi of to-day” to the effect that Indian labourers are — Feb, sn iis, 
very cruelly treated in the island, the Bangavass 
(Calcutta; of the 8th February says that the Government of India ought to 
2 emigration of Indian coolies to Fiji, as it has done in the case of 


II.— Hon ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) — Police. 


5. Tho Nayak [Calcutta] of the 8th var has the following: 
™ Dacoity in Bengal.” To-day’s issue e Englishman has an article 
dn the subject of dacoity in Eastern Bengal. It 
8 that those who ve information and do detective work are murdered. 
— ently, peo have ceased to give information, and thus dacoits escape 
n. This is a very flimsy excuse, and we are not satisfied with it. 
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Dacoity is at present most rampant in the districts of Dacca, 
ingh and Bakergan). 


Consequently, obliged to blame 

The police is a limb of the military, 
as bravely for the protection of life and property, « stenan 
within the country, as soldiers do for that of the ste. ie policeman wh 
is afraid of risking his life in times of danger ought to be kicked out of the 
service. The police service is not for cowards. The traitor who, while eati 
the salt of the Government and enj oying large powers by its favour, does 
not care to endanger his life for keeping its power intact, and maintaing public 
peace, deserves no less punishment dismissal. 

Why we say this we shall explain. In fact, we shall reiterate what we 
have already said many times— | 

(1) Those who commit dacoities 1 do so for their livelihood. 

(2) As for the so-called political dacoits, they want to secure money for 
buying revolvers and rifles from Europe, and materials for manufacturing 
bombs. They are fond of the poor, and always stand by the side of villagers, 
In one way eer punish the wicked and help the innocent. Many in the 
villages guard and support.them. ws | eas 

(3) Most!people are inwardly dissatisfied with the conduct of the English 
rulers. Sons of the poorer middle class who have received education are going 
almost mad for want of means of livelihood. They cannot earn money com- 
patible with the education they have received, and consequently commit 
dacoity. Dacoity has become an easy job now-a-days. The police is no 
longer efficient, and a strong feeling of jealousy exists between the detective 
police and the ordinary police. Police officers at present are only busy keep- 
ing themselves safe in service, making long salaame to their Burra Sahebs, and 
flattering them. The Burra Sahebs on their part do not know the country, 
nor its people. They do not know how to conduct an inyestigation. They 
do not know which work can be done best by which man. The result is that 
there is no cessation of dacoities, and dacoits’ are escaping arrest, And 
2 situation has come to such a pass that they will not be easily arrested in 

uture. | | 

To stop the career of this dacoity a novel plan must be adopted. It will 
not do to find fault with the people of the country. Your police-officers will 
receive fat salaries, incur the displeasure of the people of the country by abusing 
their powers, and harass and oppress the people on the pretext of making 
enquiries, Why should the people help wore police? We have seen men 


in whose houses theft has been committed being treated as if they 
were thieves. Men who give information are harassed beyond measure. 
Such being the state of things, people prefer silently suffering. at, the. hands 
of thieves and dacoits to seeking the help of the police, Even highly 
educated and well-to-do Babus, among whom barristers-at-law and High Court 
Judges are included, do not inform the police when petty thefts are commit 
in their houses, for they know that if they inform the police the result will be 
that, while the thief will not be detected the householder will be extremely 
harassed. Government surely is anxious to maintain peace in the country). 
But peace will no longer be maintained in the country in the old rough wa). 
Education has made the people clever. They know how to evade the law. 
Over and above this there is great discontent in the country. Adoption of rough 
methods at this time will lead to oppression of innocent men and augment 
discontent, and thus the community of daeoits will be benefited. : 
The dacoit of the present time is not the same type of dacoit as used to 
commit depredations during the fag end of the Meghul rule and the early day“ 
of British rule in this country, The country was, at that time, ically-law- 


lese, any one could be caught and hanged: But the methods of Sleetaan and 
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— b also does not know how to select and 

— though dacoity seals te going N 
i six years, not a single gang of dacdi 

— 8 7 — Civil Servios men of action 
like Taylor, Munroe, Beames, St ay tee and Wace. The old type of 
efficient darogas also is now wanting. s other hand, the gee 1 
2 | at vat 7 
spirited and resolute. task to arrest them. In this State ot 


things, it Anglo-Indian newspapers ike the Baplishman irritate the minds of the 


le by. writing nonsense, the result will: be far from satisfactory. The 
2 mo be grappled with very: cautiousl and tactfully. We: are 
on the side of good government, The sight of impartiality’ and spirited 
conduct charms us. And it is this path of impartiality and spirited conduct 
which the Government and the English fou’ must now follow. If they fail 
in this, everything will be:thrown into disorder. 
6. Referring to the recent prohibition of the staging of Chandra- 
sekhar,” the Hitaradi [Calcutta] of the} 7th 
, The prohibition of the staging February thinks that the literary development 
5 of the country will be arrested if thinge go on 
like this. The objectionable part of the bock or drama should have been 
pointed out and excised, and the rest of the play allowed to be staged. 
Personally, the editor of the Hitavadi has seen nothing seditious in Bankim’s 
work, and does not think there can be anything to object to in Amrita Lal 
Bose’s drama. In any case the authorities, unless they make a careful scrutiny 
in cases like this, are likely to bring ridicule and resentment on themselves. It 
is a pity such things should happen under Lord Carmichael's rule. 
7. The Bangavasi [ Calcutta] of the 8th February says: 


lt is the first time we hear, and that from the 
Government, that the play “Chandrasekhar” can 
create dissatisfaction in men's minds against the Government. Government 
ought not to lose the weight: of its position by working in this manner on 
anybody and eveybody’s ad vice. 


8. The Muhammadi (Calcutta) of the 7th February is pleased at the 
1 prohibition of the staging of Chandrasekhar.“ 

3 It is full of falsehoods calculated to wound the 
susceptibilities of Moslems, and Moslems once demanded that it should not 


Did. 


be staged. Government declined then to comply with this request. It has now 


moved in the matter, 1 from different motives. Let it complete its work 


by proscribing the original work by Bankim himself, who was an ardent: hater 
of Moslems. 


9. Referring to the 1 of accidents caused by the recent Hewrab- 
aya Motor-race, Gaya motor-race, and the complaint that adequate 
e oe des arrangement had not t been made to guard 


the road on the occasion, the Bangavasi [ Calcutta] of the 8th February asks if 
an enquiry has been held into the — e Wo 


10. The Palkvarta [Bongong), of the 4th February writes that the 


1 race might be play to Europeans, but possibly it 
the speed ge W lath 5 a 

0 miles an hour at which the cars ran is the speed of the 

Bombay mail trai the East Indi i OV 14 5 

— bay sao non the East Indian Railway. Let Government: promptly 

11. The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 7th February thinks that among! the 


1 subjects on which candidates for the rot oot 80 
The examination for the Police service in India ave: to be 4 should’ be 


kuowledge of which is mass ueoseney l d lung, Vernacular’ Heeg 


r the poor Bengali rustic. Fancy, 


Baregavasl, 
Veb. Sth, 1918. 


Bare vst. 
Veb, 8th, 1913. 
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ii 12. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 8th February draws the attention 


Pod, eb, 1 of Lord Carmichael to a complaint made by the 
Police searching the house of editor of the Faridpur Hétatshini in another news. 

.. * paper in which its editor, an old man, bitterly 

remarks that recently the Faridpur police oppressed 


and insulted him by searching his house without sufficient cause. “TI have 
been a Swadeshi” he writes, even before the birth of Swadeshé agitation. |, 
this my crime ??? | 99 95 | , 
Bev. 13. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 8th February learns from a conten. 
— ae , porary that, on the 26th ultimo, the Railway police 
1 bigh-handedness at Muzaffarpur arrested a Bengali youth who had 
travelled without a ticket, and refused to release 
him even when some respectable men wanted to pa the fare due from him. 
Again, two relatives of Babu Aghor Nath Chatterji, p eader, having come to 
his house, the police is keeping a constant guard at his door. The attention 
of Sir Charles Bayley is drawn to the matter. 
MowaMMADI, 14, The Muhammadi [Calcutta] of the 7th February narrates how 
Pob, 7th, 1923. hah Muhammadi Abdur Tahman, Head Maulvi 
Iuspoer of Pe. ol the Union Madrassah at Jhenidah and Secretary 
of the local Anjuman, lately applied for a gun- 
license. The Sub-Inspector of the local thana, Babu Pramatha Kumar Sen, 
thereupon repcrted against the Maulvi as the man responsible for the con- 
killing cases at Fakirabad three years No The truth about the matter is 
that during these t akirabad incidents the Hindus committed great oppression 
on the Moslems, and the Maulvi through the Anjuman induced Government 
to interfere. All the Hindu officials concerned were transferred elsewhere, 
but the Daroga Rabu, who was also concerned, escaped. He vowed vengeance 
and now he finds his opportunity of getting even with the Maulvi. The 
Maulvi has further offended him by declining to give him a bribe. This 
Daroga Babu is accustomed to use abusive epithets against all Moslems, and 
there are other serious complaints against him which need not be gone into 
in detail on the present occasion. 


‘ oe 15. Referring to the subject of police reform, the Sanjay [ Faridpur] of 
* the 3 Ist January writes as follows: — 

— ir Many a Superintendent of Police is in the 

tendents of Folie. habit of paying Sub-Inspectors in charge of 


mufassal thanas, only nominal amounts of money 
for his rations and drinks while on tour. No wonder that, under the circum- 
stances, the poorly paid Sub-Inspectors, who cannot protest against their 
Saheb’s conduct for fear of losing their service, should try to eke out their 
incomes by unfair means. 

amal HAI !, 16. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 3rd February narrates how the 
Feb. 8rd, 1913, base against certain local Moslems for having 
. by Mann.. thrown water on a loyal procession passing before 
a mosque at Barisal town on the 27th January last 
has been compromised, aud remarks :— 
We are ashamed to see a loyal procession treated thus by Moslems and 
we are anxious to know if the whole thing is to be held as finished, so far as 
Government is concerned. People of other communities are finding occasion 

in this to make remarks of various sorts. 
iii 17. The Basumats r of the Sth February gives the following 
E wert rom * * paper . 1 wane 4 8 : 
case outrage on a Hindu e perusal of whic 
sii „ makes the hair of * a body stand on end in 
indignation and anger”:— 
On the uight of the 13th January lust, a number of Moslem ruffians, 
armed with lathis and daos, entered the house of a respectable Hindu of the 
village of Jasara in Nandail thana in the Kishorganj sabdivision of 
Mymensingh. They attempted to seize the young wife of the owner of the 
house, but her cries and those of her mother-in-law summoned other villagers 
to their help, so that the miscreants had to flee. The Inspector of Police made 
an enquiry, but though the foc sage have been identified they have not yet been 
arrested. Let Government take stringent measures to protect female honour. 
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Else the one of violation. of women will do serious harm to. the community 
and the country. : : ) ‘Qe 


(b)— Working of the Courts, 


‘ [Calcutta] of the 7th February thinks Sir George 
m enon tela not have made the remark in open 
Sir George Knox criticised. Court which he oe W of er da val 0 d to 
ion for transferring a case from a Moslem District Judge to some 
5 oa Judge, mad ; a Hindu litigant who thought he would not 
have justice from a Moslem, His Lordship has a perfect right to reject such a 
motion, but he has no right to make irrelevant remarks like those he did to 
the effect that such an application is most untimely now when the people are 
demanding 60 per cent, of the higher judicial posts to be reserved for them. 
19. A to the case in which Sures Chandra De and Chandra 
Kishor Das have been sentenced to imprisonment 
The Jagatei perjury case. = and fine for perjury which led to the Jagatsi 
Asram affair, the Bangavast [ Caloutta] of the 8th February says that 
Sir Archdale Earle should coolly consider this case in connection with the 
Jagatsi affair. {ke 
20. The Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 8th February draws the attention 
, of Lord Carmichael to the case in which D’Silva, 
The Poradah shooting case. upervising Station Master at Poradah, has been 
fined Rs. 25 only for having shot at and wounded an innocent postal officer on 
the Poradah Station platform, and hopes that the Railway authorities too will 
adequately punish the offender departmentally. 
21. Referring to the above case, the Samay [Calcutta] of the 7th 
February bitterly says that it is enough that the 
_— Ferings offender has been fined Rs. 25 und not 
been acquitted altogether. 


22. The Aistavudi [Calcutta] of the 7th February thinks the recent 
ann; nie appointment of a European to be Chief Clerk of 
Small eae art of the Caloutta Court of Small Causes, in supersession 
of the claims of Babu Abinash Chandra Sanyal, 
Bench Clerk, who has acted temporarily in that capacity more than once, is 
the outcome of racial prejudice. 
23. The Ananda * Patria [Calcutta] of * 2 Ls, K. 
referring to the a before the Punja le 
ere sen rae. §6Ge Se by Lele Karan Chand in regard 
to * security demanded from the Punjab Advocate under the Press Act, 
writes: — 
The Press Act is so comprehensive that any criticism of Government may 
bring one under its operation. Government cannot certainly intend to prevent 


the people from making known their feelings to itself. In such cases it is 


injudicious to stretch this law to its fullest capacity. 


(d Education. 


24, The Barisal Hitaishi (Barisal) of the 8rd February writes thus, in 
Dacca University. | English, in r egard to the Dacca niversity — 


Medical College. 


The Dacea scheme does not include a full equipped Medical College; a 
department of medical. studies will only be created in order to give instruction 
up to the standard of the first M. B. We are not at all in favour of this via 
2 Tbe Committee recognize that numerous and diversified elements must 
eln into play to create the ideal University atmosphere, and it is also 

7, coneeded that facilities for collegiate medical education require 
considerable expansion without any avoidable delay, The present is, therefore, 
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Feb, 7th, 118. 
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Feb. sth, 1918. 


BanGaVasl, 
Feb. 8th, 1919. 


SaMay, 
Feb. 7th, 1918. 


HHAvapt, 
Feb. 7th, 19.8. 


Avanuva Baan 
Para, 


Feb, 6th, 1913. 


Barisat Hrratsny, 
Feb. rd. 1913. 
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a golden o unity for embarking upon the scheme: of having a Medical 
Galege in the city’ The Government ia pledged to orect a modern wel 
equipped Hospital in the town, and His Excellency the Viceroy, if we remem- 
ber aright, assured the Dacca people that there will be no set back in the 
medical progress of the city. The Eastern Bengal King Edward Memorial 
Fund already amounts to more than four lakbs of rupees, and this will doubtless 
be supplemented by generous Government grants. Our proposal therefore is 
that Government should be asked, before it is too late, to build the hospital 
within the University Town, the Mitford Hospital continuing to be an apa 

of the Medical School as before. The scheme already includes estimates of a 
lecture theatre and other accommodation for anatomical’: and pharmaceutical 
studies, and these would only require to be extended for being utilized’ by the 
proposed Medical College. The most costly item in any medical: scheme is 
doubtless the construction of a first class hospital and the: University can have 
it for the asking without any drain on its resources. The opportunity is not 
likely to recur, for once the proposed hospital. is built on: the: Mitford’ site; the 
hopes of the admirers of the college scheme will for ever vanish: We are not 
unmindful of the fact that the proposed college will require a highly specialized 
staff, but the University will he able to requisition the services of some of its 
own professors for the purpose (¢.7., Senior University Professor of wer) 
and the published scheme alreadv comprises arrangements for appointment of a 
small but competent medical staff for its limited needs. At all events, this 
item of staff expenses will not be formidable; and need not frighten us in view 
of the splendid asset supplied by a modern Medical College. 


Law: Tac hing a 


A propos, it was strenuously contended: by Mr. Mahomedali that the ner 
University should be absolutely self-contained, without having any connection 
with the University of Calcutta. The majority, however, have struck 4 
vid media, recommending: that, while the: teaching of Law should be entirely 
under the Dacca University, students should be examined by, and receive 
their degrees from the University of Caleutta. We believe with the Committee 
that this compromise will be found satisfactory to all concerned, and will 
ensure the maintenance of a uniform standard and course of studies for. entry 
into the legal profession. 

We now turn with gratefal relief to the other portions of the scheme of 
colleges. Subject to certain reservations as to details; we cordially a 
of the proposals, The Women’s college is really :a-step in the right direction, 
and our pleasure is enhanced: by the fact that the Committee have not 
recommended any separatism in the institution. There will be a common 
educational home for the Hindu and Muhammadan sisters, and the identical 
influences will nourish peril Oe 2 

A very attractive 8 us has ‘prescribed, including art and music, 
and the ladies will find — facilities to pursue- — medical and 
— wong studies in the comfortale and appropriate environments of these 
colleges. 


Department of Islamic studies. 


This department is a destructive feature of the new University scheme, 
and at once arrests attention by its characteristic and novel aspects. The 
idea is to turn out Musalmans, thoroughly familiar with the spirit and culture 
of Islam. We have given the matter our most anxious consideration, as the 
importance of the subject demands, and must express our thorough disagree: 
ment with the proposal. In a cosmopolitan University of a residential and 
teaching type, it will be singularly out of place to * purely exclusive 
studies, doctrinated with the enlightenment and spiritual needs of u particular 
community. ‘To obviate any misunderstanding, we repeat that we are agains 
tbe principle underlying the scheme, and will similarly oppose. any prop 
irrespective of the communities it may be intended for- The reasons are 
not very far to seek. The motives and objects of its promoters are, besides; 
easily susceptible of a sinister construction, and: already the discordant note 
has been struck that we only see repeated ono more the- old plea of a 
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. ‘atic’ Muham province.” It is quite true that the sub-Com- 
oh * 2 A ery — the creation of a res ry ary 5 
mittee for — dies. but the Committee were of course not 35 W Moe ~ 
— and in default of a statement of th eir reasons, t 8 public will 
conc 3 ˖ to form their own opinions in the matter. The mem! ae | 8 
err 0 ce e failed to appreciate the scope and history of the project, an Ste 
afral af ily reminded in Mr. Mahamadali’s erudite minute, that the er te 
aoe on “as of doubtful utility, regard being had to the fate of 75 ete me 
I malt in the Punjab University. It 1s also well-known that the late Sir 
Saiyid Ahmad Khan had successfully _— the incorporation of a similar 

} niversity. | ins 
mes, The 28 Daves 01 the 3rd February has the following 
a in English :— 


” 


The Dacea University. 


is issue we propose to criticise the constitutions of the two governing 
and oe 5 the method of constituting them, as well as oe 
matters relating to their functions. The major body, christened the Dacca 
University Convocation, will be composed of about 140 members. The mem- 
bers of the Executive Council of the Government of Bengal will have places 0 
it by virtue of their office. Even the Commissioner of the Dacca Division wil 
have a place in it. As the Government of Bengal will be now and then called 
on to make grants to the University Fund, all the members of that Government 
should have a voice in the control of that fund. No reasonable man can 
therefore object to their having places in the Convocation. But we do not see 


any valid reason of according a place to the Commissioner of the Dacca 
Division either in the Convocation or in the Council. Are we to understand 


that the Dacca University is only designed for the benefit of the students of the 
Dacca Division ? Though Dacca has been selected to try the novel experiment 
of a residential and teaching University in Bengal, we are not thereby to 


understand that it is intended to give any special advantage to the people of 
the Dacca Division. Students from all parts of Bengal and Assam may flock to 


this University to avail themselves of the benefit conferred by it. So, if the 


Commissioner of one division may have a place either in the Convocation or in 
the Council, we do not see any valid reason why the Commissioners of other 
divisions of Bengal and those of Assam should be denied the privilege. 

Our Muhammadan brethren are also given special privileges in the matter 
of the constitution of the Convocation me ofthe Council. In each Convoca- 
tion there will be 30 elected members, of whom 5 at least will be Muhammadans 
to be elected by registered Muhammadan graduates. Amongst the remaining 
25 elected members also there may be a few Muhammadans. For the regiater 
for the general body of graduates may enrol the names of some Muhammadan 
graduates. The Committee is not clear 


on that point. In the absence of an 
clear expression, we presume that the list 


é of the general body of graduates will 
contain some names of the followers of Islam, and it is not improbable that a 
few of the graduates may secure election by the joint votes of the Hindus and 
the Muhammadans. 


A special electorate for a particular sect or community 
2 be necessary on the presumption that the m 
will, 


he pr ajority of a general electorate 
in a body, act against the minority. But the educated Hindus of the 
present day have become so liberal that they may vote for any eligible candi- 
date, irrespective of his nationality. Though ‘race-feeling is found to exist 
amongst the most bigoted of each of the two communities, yet it is remarkably 
8 * 2 people of both the sects. Under these oiroum- 

e Wo cannot lend our support to the provision of keeping a separate 
register for the Muhammadan graduates, in the 8 45 3 the 


duates from Bengal and Assam. 


d whether they will 
one and all, e- students of the Dacca Univer ae and whe er they will be, 


Ifa separate register be kept for the M du 10 40 
the Chancellor ein powered to 3 * — D 


a graduates to represent 
ocation? If the Committee were so ve 


8 protection of the interest Muhammadan i 
which, they fear, will not be able to keep ioe vith the Hien for airy pens 


DaccA GaAs. 
Feb. Srd, 1918, 


ears’ standing in the case B.A.’s 
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to come, the method of nomination would have been sufficient for that purpose. 
Why combing both the methods of separate election and nomination, showing 
thereby specil solicitude for n particular community whieh, we believe, can stand 
on their own legs without being propped up in this questsonable “manner? It 
is a degradation on the part of the Muhammadan graduates to think that they 
need special propping up. The Muhammadan graduates of the Dacca Univer. 
sity should stand for election from the same general electorate. They should 
so qualify themselves that they may secure combined votes of the Hindus and 
the Mubemmadane because of their eminent merit. The spirit of healthy 
rivalry will work, with the effect of making the Muhammadan: graduates more 
efficient. We wonder why our ednented Muhammadan brethren do not realize 
this simple truth. | 

Six members of the Convocation, of whom at least two will be Muhamma- 
dans, are to be elected by all the members to the Council of the University, 
Here again some 122 favour is shown to the Muhammadans. Fhis sort of 
restriction, imposed upon the members of the Convocation, is not consistent 
with the principle that the best available men should be elected. If a franchise 
is to be given to the members of the Convocation, it should be given without 
any reservation. Certainly, partial franchise is better than no franchise. But 
we cannot tolerate even the slightest limitation to the exercise of a franchise 
conferred upon such an intelligent body as the Convocation is designed to be, 
To elect two Muhammadan members, even when there is not one to be found 
quite eligible for election amongst the whole body of Muhammadan members, 
is unreasonable. If the Mubammadans are to be represented on the Council, 
let the Chancellor nominate one or two gentlemen quite hae eae for the pur- 
pose from outside the Convocation or from inside it, if need be, without im- 
posing any limitation upon the exercise of the franchise by requesting the 
members to elect at least two Muhammadans. 

The Convocation will not have the power to revise any of the execvtive 
acts of the Council. From this it is clear that the Council will have a free 
hand in all executive matters. We do not think it at all desirable. In excen- 
tional cases the Convocation should be authorized to discuss the acts of the 
Council with a view to draw its attention to its irregularities, if there be any. 
The thought that the Convocation has the power of revision may often serve as 
a check upon the irresponsible act of a most powerful body. We therefore 
cannot approve of the proposal of the Committee to make the Council wholly 
independent of the Convocation in respect of executive matters. 

—-. 26. The Sanyivant [Calcutta] of the 6th February says that the hope of 


oe creating an ! inspi corporate life among the 
a students of the Dacca University will be frustrated 


to a large extent by the provisions recommended for observing caste distinctions 
in hostels. In the matter of creating an inspiring corporate life by means of 
hostels, the arrangements recommended for the Dacca University are, therefore, 
in no way superior to those obtaining at present under the Caleutta University. 
The Calcutta University provides that students, living with their parents or 

ardians appointed by their parents, may live outside hostels. The Dacca 

niversity Committee also has recommended that Musalman students should 
be allowed to live outside the University limits and that while the Univesity 
will take 2,060 students it will give hostel accommodation to only 1,500 
students so that the remaining 560 students will have to live outside. Again, 
the Dacca University Committee has recommended that the stadents of the 
University should live in close proximity to their Professors, so tbat the latter 
may exert a healthy influence on them. The manner, however, in which some 
of the European Civilian witnesses before the Public Service Commission has 
bragged of their superiority to even such highly placed Indians as Indian 
Civilians, makes it highly improbable that the European Professors of the 
Dacca University will ke able to look on their students with eyes of real 
affection. From these considerations, the writer thinks that a residential 
r as projected to be established at Dacca, will do more harm 

n good. 


27. The Visra Varia C Dacca] of the 31st January objects to the establisb- 
Ibid. ment of a college for well-to-do classes under 
the Dacca University, on the ground that such 


Go @ Si tai pee se ON FF Ow 


a college for well-to-do classes at 


leaders of the Brahman community in matters education 
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boys cannot hut create, and, by lowering t eir ideals, reduce their ardour for 
elt. i at. e a 1 1 O28 See 
25 29. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 7th February considers the idea of 
ane establishing a collage for well-to-do classes 43 8 

The Dacca University. 19 — * - “gy — 0 
What classes of people are of high social rank in Bengal? How can suet 
people as are tone by birth be recognized of high social rank? flow 
many such aristocratic families are there now in Bengal? Or what is more 
to our purpose, how many such aristocratic families are there in the vici 


These questions should be 1 considered and answered before establishing 
20. The Hitavadi | Calcutta) of the 7th February refers to the recent 
| Convoeation at the Sanskrit College, as inaugurating 
dane Sanskrit College Convoce the beginnings of an Oriental University. It is a 
great and good achievement for which the country 
is grateful to Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee, Principal Satish Chandra Vidgabhushan 
and Lord Carmichael. ‘I'he speech delivered by Mr. Justice Mukherjee on 
this occasion foreshadows an early development, on a very extensive scale, of 
Sanskrit studies in Bengal. If the scheme has found detractors, they are 
hypocrites given to exaggeration and finding fault whom it is useless to seek 
to convince. The fact remains that Sir Ashutosh and Pandit Satish Chandra 
are sincere friends of the Brahman Pandit community. Their only fault is 
that they do not want the ancient learning of India to be monopolised by any 
particular caste. It has been made a grievance that, by this scheine, the 
pass under the 
control of the foreign rulers of the country. The point is, where is the sense 
of such complaint, since withont State assistance we could not undertake the 
promotion of Sanskrit education ourselves? Another complaint has been 
made that the Pandits attending thie Vonvoeation were not paid their passage 
money, and were improperly housed during their stay in town. These were 
omissions which opyld net 4 rectified this year, owing to the short time at the 
disposal of the promoters of the movement. Steps are being taken to move 
Government to grant passage money next year, and a houee is to be hired next 
year for lodging tle Pandits who will attend Convocation next year. And 
those Pandits who complained about their lodgings this year to Principal 
Vidyabhusan, were provided with accommodation as far as possible. 
In the cards of invitation issued for this gathering, a sola from Manu was 
noted with some slight alteration. It may have been an act of impropriety 
lor ¢ Hindu to alter Manu, but it was due to oversight rather than pride. In 
concluding, we can only refer to the hopes of financial help for the promotion 
of Sanskrit studies held out by Government as a matter for sincere congratula- 
tion. It is futile to lament that the acceptance 
* Is — to our national pell-respect. We accept the Putten supremacy 
Government, and for similar reasons we m ept their supremacy in 
meters edecsticnal ae weil, deen we must accept their supremacy 
80. The Moslem Hitgishi . * of the 7th February says * a 
The Head Maulvi : aulvi Velayel Hossain is now officiating as 
Caloutta 3 me peed Meal of ‘the Calcutta aaa ant 2 
ae ope that the Hon’ lawab Sams- ul- Huda, who 
* a band in the matter of muking the — A will see that 
really pious and learned Maulvi is appointed permanently. We do not want 


Cs English-educated graduate with modern ideas as Head Maulvi of the 


alcutta Madrasah. 


31. The Muhammudi N of ibe 7th February narrates bow, in July 
Allegations against Head aer, TWO oslem students of the lap : i 1 
Master. 7 oe lish School in Serajganj, Pabna, were wiupped 
from the school by its Hindu Head 


Master, because they had Gun erpalled from th 
because they had quarrelled with a Hindu fellow-student over matters 


uty 
Da the work of the University will be limited to the country sur. 
4 Dace and hardly extend to distant places like Calcutta or Burdwan? 


tance of such help in a matter like 
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ligious. The Divisional Inspector of Schools later on ordered. their re-in- 
— and re-edmission. Later in the year, the two lads passed their annual 
examination most creditably. One of them, Musa-ud-din Akanda, after that 


wanted a transfer elsewhere, but the Head Master, in granting the certificate, 


gave his character as one of * gross misconduct ”, and said that his name had 
been entered in the Black book of the school once in July. So the lad 
cannot find admission anywhere. Now, has this boy anything at all against him 
save the incident before mentioned? If not, let the authorities interfere and 
save the future of this lad and teach a lesson to this irresponsible Head Master. 
32. The Muhammads | Calcutta | of the 7th February writes that Babu 
Babu Chera Chandra Ghosh, ‘baru Chandra Ghosh, head clerk, office of the 
— 4 office of the Inspector Inspector of Schools, P residency Division, is an 
of Schools, Presidency Division. officer who possesses none of the merits he should 
possess. Large numbers of complaints against him, authenticated and otherwise, 
have reached the editor of the Muhammaast, Inspector Mukherjee has so far 
declined to take any effectual notice of these complaints, Why should Charu 
Babu be allowed to continue in his present office for 13 or 14 years at a stretch ? 
33. The Charu Mthir [Mymensingh Jof the 4th February dwells on the 
inconveniences caused to pupils and teachers by the 
fact that text-books, prescribed for the 
schoo.s by the Education Department, are not available for purchase in the 


shops. Who is responsible for this? Will not the Divisional Inspector of 
Schools look to this ? ‘ 


A complaint. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminisira tian. 


34. The Biswadut | Howrah] of the 4th February cordially thanks Govern- 

i ment for the assurance recently given in Council to 

rs 2 gery pane measures the Maharaja Ranajit Sinha that experiments in 
2885 i connection with the prevention of malaria, especially 

the cutting down of jungles, will soon be undertaken in selected districts in 
consultation with the Provincial Malaria Committee, and suggests that such 
experiments should be undertaken first of all in the villages on the banks of 


Kana stream in the Hooghly and Howrah districts, which suffer from malaria to 
an extraordinarily severe extent. 


(f)— Questions affecting the Land. 


35, Anent the Survey and Settlement of the Faridpur district, the 
Hees Faridpur Hitatshini n of the 4th February 
Settlement suits in the Farid 


1 pur ays that thousands of suits under section 109 
having been filed, the settlement authorities are 
transferring them to the Faridpur camp. If suits are transferred to mufaseal 
camps many people will not know to wbich camp or camps their suits have been 
sent, and consequently will fail to deposit the necessary fees and hundreds 
of suits will thus be struck off. The Settlement authorities should therefore 
make arrangements for issuing notices of demand for costs from the head- 
quarters itself. . 
36. The Prasun (Katwa] of the 8th February draws a dismal picture 
Condition of the raiyats in parts 3 J” W * pce * 3 * 
of the Maatene Eee istrict. ost of the area ongs 
N a Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Hurdwan who has 
farmed it out to patnidars and dar-painidars who screw the last penny they can 
from their poor raiyats. If rents fall into arrears, heavy interest at the rate of 
eight annas per rupee is charged. Illegal cesses also are extorted almost every 
ear, Pasture lands are scarce and tanks are being allowed to fall into ruin. 
here are besides other forms of 8 practised by the talukdars, such 


as cheating raiyats out of their lands, allowing their cattle to eat up standing 
crops, trying to secure forced labour and so forth. ma cai 
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(9)—Borlwaye and Communication: including Canale and Irrigation, 8 


; - Mihir [Mimensingh] of the 4th February deprecates thé 

7 a rr 1 of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 

The Bhairav-Netrakons Rail: t0 the proposed Bhairay-Netrakona Railway; and 
way. hopes Government N push oe - —— — 
nired in the interests of the local po ulation. In particular, the building o 
this — will largely take away the — for à partition of the Mymensingh 
me The Birbhumbasi C Ratmpurhat] of the 6th february refers to the 

i inconvenience caused, specially to females, by the 

A railway complaint. absence of a platform at Chinpai Station in the 


Ondal-Sinthia branch of the East Indian Railway. 


Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 2nd February says that the 
* 1 ‘iltite up “4 the mouth of the Khuni river where it 

Silting up of the Brahmaputra. falls into the Brahmaputra, south of Mymensingh, 
is not only injuring the river itself but, by keeping its water stagnant, 
spreading malaria and cholera around. A part of Mymensingh and a great 
part of Narayanganj, also, are seriously affected ia this manner. Everything, 
however, will be righted if the mouth of the Khuni is dredged and re-opened: 
The attention of the Government is drawn to the matter. 


(h)— General. 


40. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh | of the 4th February, disoussiag the 
European evidence before the Islington Commission, 
writes :— | 0 
We thought that Anglo-Indians had outgrown the narrowness which they 
displayed during the lllbert Bill controversy. But we are mistaken it seems. 
The appointment of this Commission is proof of the sympathy and liberal 
policy of the present Government. Evidently, these witnesses forget that 
sympathy is the basic creed of the present Government. | 
41. The Ananda Basar Paitrika [ Calcutta] of the 6th February, in 
— referring to the talk of maintaining the British 
g character of the administration in India indulged 

in by some witnesses before the Islington Commission, remarks :: 
The character of the administration in India is diametrically opposéd to 
that of the administration in England. The popular will, expressed throagh 
Parliament, shapes the laws and the conduct of Government servants. The 


The Islington Commission. 


J 1 is distinct from the Executive. In India, on tlie other hand, the 


people have no voice as to the appointment of their rulers. District officers 
sometimes indulge in vagaries and oppressions which are impossible in 
England. So it is libelling the administration in England to talk of the 
Britrish character of the Indian administration. If a really British form of 
administration were introduced here, both the rulers and the ruled would be 
gainers. Why do Civilians who talk of the British character of the adminis- 
tration decline to grant to India a separation of the Judicial and Executive 
functions? The truth is, when these Civilians talk of the British character of 
2 eer they mean 8 by Britishers like themselves, with its 
attendant weals of securing salaam and terrorising people by display 
authority and of upholdin 4 tige. n n 
43. The Hitaradi [ alentta for the 7th February writes that the Islington 
sais Commission, if it does nothing else, has at any 
6 rate disclosed the real guise of many a man. 
ere is a good deal of talk now-a-days of sympathy on the part of our officials 
and of Europeans generally. The evidence given before the Commission shows 
the utter hollowness of such sympathy. Almost all the European interests 


are agreed in being against a system of Simultaneous Examinations, which is 
ng demanded un 


2 3 by educated Indians. This is a curious way of 


The Statute of 1833 explicitly declared that—‘‘ No Native of India, or any 
natural-born subject of His Majesty resident therein by reason of his deiii 
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place of birth, descent, or colour, or any of them, shall be disabled from holding 

any place, office or employment under His Majesty in India.” Since 
then messages from Queen Victoria, King Edward and his present 
Majesty have confirmed this announcement. Indians base their demand for a 
system of Simultaneous Examinations on these assurances. Strangely enoy 
the Anglo-Indians who, in their opposition to Indian claims to high office, g 50 
far as to demand the repeal of these Statutes and the Proclamation cannot point 
by experience to any case of an Indian having failed in high office. It ig g 
wonderful example of racial and colour prejudice, To those who are afraid that 
the employment of Indians in high office would destroy the British tone of the 
administration, we say there is a world of difference between the system of 
government adopted in India and that adopted in England. If the British 
system of rule is to be adopted in India, why resent the claim for colonial self. 
government for India? How can these Anglo-Indians forget that if promises 
made in Statutes and Proclamations are disregarded, a feeling of disrespect will 
come to be cherished for the whole British people. 

When Mr. R. C. Dutt was appointed Commissioner an outcry was raised, but 
no harm ensued, and Sir. K. G. Gupta also became Commissioner later on. But 
when the time came for the latter to be a Lieutenant-Governor. he was shunted 
away to Europe on deputation. The fact is the Queen's Proclamation is being 
violated, and that was admitted even by Lord Lytton. 


43. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 3rd February writes that the 
Islington Commission must understand one thing. 
The question of the larger employment of Indians 
in the public services is not one of the fitness or otherwise of Indians for such 


The Islington Commission. 


appointments. The problem is essentially an economic one. Indians now feel 


the struggle for life increasing every day, they find the bread question almost 
an insoluble one. Commerce and trade can afford them new sources of wealth, 
but success in those walks of life must be a question of time and training, and in 
any case is problematical becanse of the keen competition of western rivals 
already in possession of the field. So to service they must turn to ease the 


situation. More appointments for the Indians thus means more contentment 
among the people. ae | 


44. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 8th February in reviewing the 
Thi evidence adduced before the Islington Commission 
writes that it is strange that all European witnesses 
should agree in denouncing a system of Simultaneous Examinations. They 
hold that capacity and worth can develop only in Europe. They fear that a 
system of Simultaneous Examinations will lead to the swamping of the service 
by Indians, thereby tacitly admitting that the European intellect is inferior to 
the Indian. The Indian witnesses, however, are not all equally ayreed in favour 
of Simultaneous Examinations. The Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan, 
for instance, wants high offices to be filled by men who will command respect 
and influence. But who are such men? Not monied aristocrats certainly, 
unless they are learned at the same time, and if there are such educated 
aristocrats available for office, they can certainly enter by means of competi- 
tive examinations, as well as the middle classes. Government cannot certainly 
make separate arrangements for each community separately. A good deal 
has been said about many Indians in high office having been found wanting. 
This is a falsehood, intentional or otherwise — assertions like this, unsupported 
by proofs, are calculated to create racial ill-will. Mr. J. N. Gupta’s evidence 
in this connection is most true, as will be admitted by all impartial men. 
Indeed bis evidence alone is sufficient to prove the superiority of Indian 
Civilians to European Civilians. 


In concluding, tlie paper expresses a hope that the Commission will effect 

a separation of the Judicial and Executive functions. | 
45. The Muhommadi [Calcutta] of the 7th February writes that the 
a 8 evidence given before the Islington Commission 
before the Iꝛlington Cemmlen“ by Mr. Faal-ul-Hukk to the effect that Moslems 

0 8 n. — — — * 
Bai are prepared to side with Hindus in favour 

competitive test for admission into the public service, does not represent the 
views of his co-religionists generally. Moslems have entered the educational 
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ey : d examiners often deal unjustly with their examina- 
field: later = 8 have long pray ed that answer papers should bear 
55 e simply should show the candidate’s roll-number.. They also are 
no . ed by having to study five languages. If Mr. Hnkk is such an 
1 ic 550 f open competition, why did he enter Council through a special 
* te? pv did he not try his chances at one of the general 
electorates ? Be A 
. ta] of the 8th February says that, in their 
nn 06 nS before the Aitchison r „ many 
The Islington Commission and European Civilians in Bengal like Mr. Beveridge 
European Civilians. and Mr. Reynolds, supported the scheme of 


Simultaneous Civil Service Examinations in India and England. But this 


upright and able Civilians is now extinct. Mr. Skrine was 
2 bye „ he later Civilians are inefficient men, who do not and 
will not know the people of the country, do not recognize the change which 
education has wrought in the country, and do not mix with tke people as the 
old race of Civilians used to do. They are full of jealousy a ill-feeling 
against the Indians. They depend on their Babu subordinates for the proper 
discharge of their duties, and make them responsible for an inefficient 
discharge of duties which appertain to themselves properly. Salaams turn their 
heads, and they cannot read the character of men and pick out good men. 
The Islington Commission has brought out the venom in their hearts, Is it 
possible to keep the Indians away from the high posts in the public service 
after giving them an education that makes them fit for them? 

47. In continuing its complaints regarding the Government Central 
Press the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 7th February 
publishes the following from a correspondent —_— 

I have carefully gone through pages 327 to 356 of the, Hand book, but 
cannot understand how the paragraph— 

When a standing form is printed a fixed charge of three-quarters of 

an hour is allowed for sending to press” 
can be held to refer to type forms, It is clear that a fixed charge of 
three-quarters of an hour was paid for the imprint line, not according to 


The Government Central Press. 


each form. We hold this view (1) because this paragraph has been printed 
as a correction slip; (2) no other paragraph contains a provision for 
payment of three-quarters of an hour; (3) Messrs. George Allen worked 
on this basis for 10 years and never had any difference with Mr. Meikle. If 
they had, it would have been decided by the Financial Secretary under clause 
7 of the agreement. 


If it be held that after all“ 2 form” isto mean “type for use” 


the old contractors, Messrs. Allen and Co, have a moral, if not legal, claim 
on Government for heavy damages. When and why did Mr.. Meikle put this 
new interpretation? Did Messrs. Gulab Singh send in any petition on this 
point; if so, where is it? Or can it be that Mr. Meikle, of his own motion, 
thus interpreted this paragraph? Did Mr, Meikle inform the Controller of 
Printing of the heavy extra charges involved by this interpretation? Is there 
no audit of these Printer’s charges? 
48. The Muhammadi [Calcutta of the 7th February, referring > the are 
i ; 1% Increase in the Excise revenue in the Province o; 
een kn Bihar and Orissa, writes :—This is not creditable 
to Government. A country can never progress and can never be happy where 
the rulers, instead of discouraging drun enness, practically encourage it. 
49. The Charu Mihir 1 of the 4th February points out Set 
ne ir. Klingestein, a junior Civilian, is now Su 
Tanga Sebdivisionsl Oer of divisional Officer . Tangail and deprecates the 


conduct of Government in posting junior European 


Civilians to the charge of important sub-divisions, where they, in their inex- 


perience, sometimes fall und i 
n under the influence of others and display lamentable 


A new sub-division in Tipperab- 50. The Zippera Guide [Comilla] of the 4th 
Aer is scat. thet ny wiles in English :— 
rumour * K* f 

with its head-quarters oy 1 a new sub-division will soon be created, 


about Muradnagar. The necessity of a2 
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sub-division in that part of tho · distriet is always very keenly felt by the litigant 
and we hope that the ereation of the sub-division will, to alt intents:and pu 
be ol immense.good te the people of that part. With chi general rumour 
another of its kind has also reached our ears that the new sub-dwison will als, 
include the Kasba Thana within its area. If that be the case; chen we unn my 
that one disadvantage in one part of the district is going to be replaced by 
another of its kind in another part of the district. If this creation ot dub. 
division parports to remove the long felt inconveniences, will it add to any- 
thing (?) when these inconveniences will be the Jot of the people of the Kasba 
Thana ?:Most of the villages under the Kasba Thana are located within four or 
five miles of the railway line and, in distance and communication, the people 
will find Brahmanbaria more contigaous.-and advantage Moreover, the 
station which will be selected for the location of the head-quarters of: the ‘new 
sub-division, will be far away and disadvantageous for the villages under the 
Kasba Thana. Practically. there is no suitable means of oommunicatien with 
the part of Muradnagar from Kasba and its adjoining villages. 
51. The Bangavast (Caleutta] of the 8th February objects to the proposed 
creation of Anglo-Indian companies in the Indian 
Army, on the ground that the present force of 
Indian and European soldiers in India ie more than 
sufficient for actual needs. There is a proposal to reduce the strength of the 
native army. If this is done, the saving of money will be eaten up, pay it 
will even prove insufficient, in creating Anglo-Indian companies. 
52. The Basumati [Caloutta)] of the 8th Febru- 
ary writes. 


Prop: d enlistment of Anglo- 
* — 4. the Indian army. 


Rise in prices and Government 
servauts. 


In consequence of the prevailing rise in the prices of food-grains, the 
Madras Government has been granting a small allowance to its employés draw- 
ing less than Rs. 30 per month. It is considering the question as to whether it 
should continue the allowance much further. In the meantime in Bengal, the 
price of rice has gone up considerably, and is expected by some to go up still 
further in the near future. Let Governmegt take note of this. 

53. Referring to Lord Carmichael’s recent visit to Dacea, the Daces 

8 Prakash (Dacca | of the 2nd February says that 
ore et. since His Exeellency has called Dueea the second 
capital of Bengal he ought to make it worthy of the name. His ‘Excellency’s 
attention is, moreover, drawn to the extreme water-distress prevailing in the 
5 — district. The want of good roads and medical aid is also great in the 
istrict. 

54. In connection with the Jagatsi inquiry the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 

7th February writes that this enquiry has shown 
that the Deputy Commissioner and the Sub- 
divisional Officer, though they were in charge of the Gurkhas who effected an 
entry into the asram, did not. know who stole the things lost by the inmutes. 
It appears that the Captain of the Gurkhas offered, during the inquiry, to 
restore some of the things. How came he by them? Although the asram 
inmates had no firearms the Deputy Commissioner and the Subdivisional Officer 


said that they heard guns fired. So their evidence cannot go far to dispel the 
mystery in which this matter is involved. 


The Jagatsi inquiry. 


VI ,— MisceLLangous. | 


55. Referring to the address to be presented to Her Excellency Lady 
The address to be presented to Hardinge by women in Bengal * 4 
Lady Hardinge by women in sympathy with ber in her present severe trouble, 
pengs\—alleged stilted style of its the Saminani [Calcutta] of the 6th February says 
engali version, a | 2 f the 
that the language of the Bengali version © : 
address which has been cireulated among Bengali women is so ridiculous’) 
stilted that the gravity of the subject-matter has been entirely destr 
task of expressing their sympathy with Her Excellency and gratitude towards 
ber august husband, a sympathy and gratitude which they instinctively fee 
towards the suffering Viceroy and Vicereine, ought to have been left to them- 
selves instead of being undertaken by some English lady. The effect, 


/ 
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tural arrangement of entrusting the work to an English 

1 3 a translation in most queer Bengali of an address origins uy 
been circulated. amon Bengali women. If even an 

do the translation, its language would 


played a rare statesmanship. Such trust is bound to produce the very b 
consequences; it will promote an intimate union between the rulers and the 
ruled. We cordially agree with His Excellency in deprecating unrestrained 
criticism of Government measures. For the evil effects of such license of 
language we may point to the Illbert Bill agitation, in the course of which 
Anglo-Indians betrayed a lack of restraint which has operated to keep Indians 
and Anglo-Indians apart since then. Again, during the Boycott agitation, 
some of our speakers and writers betrayed a lack of restraint which brought 
on a policy of repressions, the evil memories of which still survive. Luckily, 
the present Viceroy is skilled equally in conciliation and in putting down 
license and lack of restraint. This is shown by the fact that two Anglo-Indian 
papers of Calcutta suddenly checked themselves before they had well begun a 
course of vituperative writing ; indeed, one of them, which went the length of 
demanding His: Excellency's recall, is now engaged in singing his praises. 
It is not certain yet whether the Delhi crime was the work of Indians. 
Of course if Indians they worked underground and in perfect secrecy, like 
anarchists all the world over. At any rate they are a mere temporary and 
unnatural excrescence on a society which believe in the doctrine of Karma, 
which is fatalistic to the core of its being and which has proclaimed ahinsa 
(abstention from cruelty) to be the highest virtue. 
57. The Barisal Hitaishi (Barisal) of the 3rd Feb referring to 
mas Lord Hardinge’s recent speech in Council depre- 
ae cating the use of strong language in critising 
Government, writes 


We do not know of any Indian paper having offended in this way. If it 
had, it would have been brought within’ the se Aigang of the law. Of course 


if His Excellency has alluded to English papers, he was not fur wro 
considering that the cutting language of the Statesman and the Pioneer still 
rings in our ears. Neither do we forget the venomous utterances of Mr. 

Shorrock of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 

58. Referring to Lord Hardinge’s Counci] s eech, the Dacca Prakash 
1 Dacca] of the 2nd February quite agrees with 
f His Excellency that, if all Indians really strive for 
the suppression of anarchism, the evil cannot but be suppressed. No mere 
expression of lip-sympathy and abhorrence will, however, do. The Indians 
must take up the work of throttling anarchism in right earnest, in order to wipe 
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ne blot which has attached to their fair name, as -aleo-to:: save. | 
22 the dire consequences of the mad acts ef à few misguided: neu- nen 
59. The Bangavasi een e = — February -says ‘thati the: big 

pirit of endurance; patience end fotgivencss which 
— po ender — 
laced him higher in the estimation bf’ the Indians than Lord 
ing or Lord Ripon. His recent ahnouncements of confidences in ithe; 
loyalty of the Indian people ds a whole, aud continuity of polity, as also: the 
manner in which he deported himself when ‘he was struck by the bomb, 
afford unmistakable evidence of his courage and G05. hen dedtites. His 
Excellency has observed, in reference to the mean of suppressing anarchism, 
that every care should be taken to prevent the publication of intemperate 
litical writings such an may rouse eriminal ideas in men’s minds. His 


xcellency had surely the Press in his mind when be, said this: It is, however, 


a fact that the highly liberal policy which Lord Hardinge has been pursuing 
in the government of the country, leaves no room for intemperate writings in 
the Press, and, as a matter of fact, leaving aside the gase of a few misguided 
men, it may be safely said that the mind ‘of Hindu India cannot harbour 
anarchical ideas. The other day, Sir Charles Bayley in the course of a speceh 
said that everybody should help the Government in suppressing anarchism and 
guard his sons against mixing with disloyal people. But the question. is, dose 
anybody willingly and knowingly al ow his “eons to mix with disloyal 

le? 1 
ma * real evil, thinks the writer, which is undermining the character of 
Indian youths is Western education hich ‘places before their mind’s eye a 
vicious picture of strife and party-spirit. ‘Che study of English history ‘and 
the writings of men like Burke and Sheridan is injurious to the Indian mind. 
This opinion was expressed by Sir Henry Maine, and Mensieur Harmond say:— 
“This sort of education is dangerous fare for Asiatie brains.“ In ‘faet, the 
mode of English education at present obtaining in this country is quite 
uncogenial to the frame of Indian mind. It should, therefore, be changed, 
and that by reducing the volume of English education. The teaching of 
Hinduism is that the punishment of sin visits the sinner both here and here 
after. English education has. been standing in the wy * this teaching: by 
exercising full influence over the minds of young men. This is the etiology 
of anarchism in India. | 

60. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 7th . gre Baw be that although there 

Instances of Indians savi are a few instan eg of Indian: takin ms seeking: 40 
lives of Europeans. 18 take the lives of : urépeans in this country; there 
is plenty of instances in ‘which’ Indians have 
endangered and sacrificed their own lives for saving the lives of Europeans 
The other day, the life of the Collector of Gaya was ‘saved by a goa at the 
risk of his own life, who is now lying in a hospital seriously wounded by s 
bear. On the 27th December last, the Subdivisional Magistrate of Tangail:wes 
saved from drowning ina dark night by two Bengali youths. « Even in the 
dark days of the Sepoy Mutiny many an Indian ‘risked bis life tind ‘all: to save 
Europeans. Compared with these the few  revoltiig cases: of ‘assault.on 
Europeans committed recently by Indians dwindle inte insignificance. -_ 

61. Referring to the discovery of the ‘seditious leaflet Swadhin Bharat 
sai ile a N ent India) at Comilla, the Dacca Prakash 
harat. a [ acca | of the 2nd February gays:— g 

A liberal policy of administration steadil) 


pursued by the present Government has bröugtit an era of joy n 
ri 


in the country. Whoever at this time seeks to darken the serene and brig 
atmosphere of peace and contentment with black clouds of anarchism is an 
ry A every man and woman in India, nay, of the entire human race an 
of God. : 
62. The Sanyjivani [Calcutta] of the Sth February takes exception to the 
Representatives of India inthe selection of Sir William Lee-Warner and Captain 
— and Geological Con- Lloyd as representatives of India in the Interna- 
: tional Historical and Geological Congresses: to be 
held in London and Monaco. When India has such historical scholars 4⸗ 
Dr. Bhandarkar and Pandit Haraprasad Sastri, and such geological experts * 


~~ «+ 
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Mr. P. N. Dutt and Mr. P. N. Basu, the selection of the two ‘Englishmen does 


ound to the glory and good sense of the India Office. : 
ei 83 The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 7th February notices a recent 
monster meeting of Moslems at a matdan on 
A Moslem meeting at Calouttae Halliday Street at which resolutions were adopted 
against what was called the attitude of indifference to Moslem interests dis- 
played by England during the present war. 
64. Referring to a mass meeting of Musalmans recently held in Calcutta 
in connection with the Balkan war under the 
— Presidentship of the Hon’ble Mr. Golam Ariff, the 
Sanjivant (Calcutta) of the 6th February says that the meeting expressed regret 
at the apathy shown by the British Government towards Musalman interest 
and the atrocities committed by Bulgarian and Servian officers in the Bulkans. 
Subscriptions amounting to more than Rs. 2,500 were collected on the spot. 
£5. The Basuma ti — of the 8th February writes :— 
in tk a tek «yom eo . at Bareilly have 
ay resolved to boycott things European, as a protest 
„* against the attitude o the Power in re ied to 
Turkey. Now, this is a resolve born of anger and it will be probably difficult 
to stick in practice to a resolve made froni such feelings. and there are political 
dangers also lurking in it. So let Moslems resolve rather to promote sawdeshi 
industries in which they are now interested, so that permanent good may be 
done to this poverty-stricken land. 


KAJENDRA CHANDRA SASTRI, 


Bengals Translator. 
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Eastern ve eee — ses Mr. Kinney to act as ‘Administrator-General  ... ib. 
The “ fracas’ between the Khulna Police and the The site for New Delhi „ ot we 124 
local students ise = 8 Territorial redistribution. cee os 


(h)—General— 


LI1.—LEGistation. 


(b)— Working of the Courte— | 
The presentation of the Financial Statement for 
Sub-Deputy Collectors a 1913-14 to the Imperial Legislative Council . 126 


Partition of the Calcutta Police Court 
The Arnold ease sae ion 


The Jagatsi enquiry . 8 IV. Narva Srarss. 
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Mr. Harley, Principal of the Caloutta Madrassa ... 118 
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LIST OF NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS RECEIVED AND DEALT WITR 
BY THE BENGAL INTELLIGENCE BRANOH. 


[As it stood on let June 1912.) 


No. 


Name of Publication. 


Where published. 


Edition. 


Name, caste and age of Editor. 


| Circulation. 


% Amrita Basar Patrika 
% Bengales 


Hindoo Patriot 
— 
** Indian Echo’’ 
„Indian Empire 
Indian Mirror” 


% Indian Nation 


4 Mussalman“ 
% Reis and Rayyet 
Telegraph 


„Herald“ 


Hast“ 


„% World's Messenger ” ... 


“Current Indian Cases” 
(a law paper). 


Calcutta 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Dacca 


Do. 


No. 18, Kali | 
Prasad Chakra- 
barty’s Street. 


No. 1-1, College 
Square, East. 


eee Bi. eekly eee 


Daily 
Do. 


Do. 


Weekly 
Do. 

Daily 

Weekly 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Monthly (Eng- 
lish). y (Sng 


D ito 


Kali Prasanna Chatterji, age 48, Brahmin 


Surendra Nath Banerjiand Kali Nath 
Roy. 


„Srish Chandra Sarbadhikari, age 44, and 


Kailash Chandra Kanjilal, pleader, 
Small Cause Court, also contributes. 


Kunja Behary Bose, age 46, Kay astha... 
Kishori Mohan Banerji and H. Dutt . 
Satyendra Nath Sen me 


Naresh Chandra Sarbadhikari and 
Srish Chandra Sarbadhikari. 


A. Rasul and M. Rahman 


, | Jogesh Chandra Dutt, age 61 years ... 


Satyendra Kumar Bose 


Priyo Nath Sen 


sown 


Raghu Probir Mitra (Hindu), age 23 
years. 


Monindra Nath Mitter and Brothers 
(Kayastha), age 33 years. 


r 


1,600 to 4,000 
6,5C0 to 8,500 


800 to 1,000 


Ditto. 


Has not been published for the last siz months, and most probably it will not be published again. 


rad 


ph 


| 
§ 
\ 
\ 
: 


* 


eee = 


55 


— MOLE gy ght , : 
1 te 2 * 
5 . 


4 


a ee 2 oe? 3 3 ; — 


E 


3 a 
2 . a 


—— — — — 


Fr 
- — 


— — 


113 


1.—-Fon tian PoLirics. 


: Mussalman, has not yielded to the demands of the 
e ee We aud the fighting has accordingly been resumed. 
The Balkan Wer. The first act of the N 8 = hy attack = 
is officially stated at Constantinople that on the 3rd instant the 
aon 1 the Torte to the north and north-east of Adrianople, but 
were easily repulsed. The Turkish garrison 18 reported to be full of courage 
and enthusiasm. At Chatalja, too, there have already been some se 
skirmishes, and it is said the Bulgarians have burnt a village on the lines. 
There is no knowing how long this war will continue, but the journal is glad to 
notice that the Ottoman army is opposing the enemy with heroic resistance. It 
was semi-officially declared, it is said, at Sofia that when hostilities were once 
resumed, the question of Adrianople would disappear, giving place to that of 
Constantinople and the Dardanelles. It is only the heroism of the Turks that 
can stand in the way of the satisfaction of the ambition boastfully cherished 
by Bulgaria, and if the public have formed a correct estimate of the patriotism 
of the Young Turks who are now in power, the Government will either fight 
to the last, unmindful of the consequences, and frustrate the evil designs of the 
enemy, or European Turkey will be blotted out of the map of Europe. 
179. Whatever the issue of the war may be, it is difficult, observes the 
Bengalee, to believe, as the Allies seem to anti- 
er cipate, that the war will last for only ten days; 
in other words, that a tea days’ campaign will end in the complete defeat of 
the Turkish forces. The reinforcements that have been made during the 
last few weeks have infused a new spirit into the Turkish army, and it is more 
than probable that they will offer a much more strenuous and effective 
resistance to the enemy than is imagined by the latter. Already the coup 
carried out by Enver Bey has placed the Turks in an advantageous situation 
at Chatalja. Whether the coup will be followed up 7 other similar feats 
remains to be seen. In any case there seems to be little doubt that Adrianople 
itself will hold out much longer than the Allies anticipate, and that there will 
be desperate fighting at Chatalja and elsewhere. As regards the ( great 
victory” of the Bulgars at Gallipoli reported by Reuter, the report. it is 
worthy of note, emanates from Sofia, and experience has taught all to take such 
reports with mure than one grain of salt. : 


180. The news of the recent reverse of Turkey at Gallipoli as wired b 


the London correspondent of a contemporary will, 

en een remarks the devils bazar Patria, be — with 
general sympathy. he way, however, war news has been supplied to the 
world in the beginning may leave some doubt in the present instance as to the 
full accuracy of the details. In the meantime official despatches from Con- 
stantinople maintain that the situation is unchanged. The real fact is that the 


curks are determined to immolate themselves in maintaining their — and 
honour. The Young Turks want to be true to the traditions of Is am, as will 
be evident from the latest news from the seat of war. Both at Tarabosh and 


ut Bulair their losses have indeed been great, but they too have been successful 
in inflicting losses on the Bulgarians and Montenegrins. The latest tele- 
grams also show that the centre of operations is being shifted towards Bulair, 
about 100 miles to the west of 


the ; onstantinople, and forming the northern 
extremity of the Gallipoli peninsula, the — of the Turkish fleet. 


The next few days may therefore witness a mixed land- and-sea war with aerial 


complications as well, though so far the Christian Allies seem to be better 
provided with aeroplanes. 


181. In spite of all that a section of the press, both in this country and 
Turkey in the present campaign. 22 omen my to 5 ine sag AP it ae 8 
0 r in 

the present campaign than she did ngatee, that Turkey is doing 


in the last ding to a special cable- 

gram published by a local contemporary, NA a stu bborn 

2 1 KN 2 weakening in face of — | losses.” It 
us to no e jour 1 1 

explain this away by say: J * rom which this is quo attempts to 


ria has ‘no intention of wasting men. 


MvuesaLwas, 
th Peb. 191 8. 


BRENGALIB, 
Oth Feb. 1913. 4% 


AmaniTa Bazar 
PaTRIE4, 


12th Feb. 1915. 


BeuGcaLsy, 
13th Feb. 1918. 


Aura Bazar 
PaTEIKa, 


Sth Feb, 1933. 


TELEGRAPH, 
Sth Feb. 1923, 
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n attempts to take Adrianople by storm.” Unfortunately for this theo 
the fact ps. for a moment be denied that the attempts are sg made — 
men are being wasted. Again, according to another telegram, the Montene. 
grin losses at Bardanjoli amount to 2,500 killed and wounded. A Cotstanti. 
nople telegram states that thousands of sturdy, e men are pouring 
in from Asia, and that Government is calm and resourceful. The Allies anti- 
The period is over, and they are no nearer the termination of the war than 
they were at the beginning of the campaign. Some idea of the national spirit 
which the war has awakened in Turkey may be formed from the fact that even 
Turkish women have been affected. A manifesto on behalf of the women of 
Turkey addressed to the army declared that if soldiers retreat they cannot 
return to their homes, unless they trample under foot Moslem women who are 
ready to die for country, religion and honour. The matifesto will remind 
every student of Rajput history of the splendid bravery and patriotism 
exhibited by Rajput women in the heyday of Rajput glory. The munifesto 
is, in fact, an index of the high pitch to which warlike enthusiasm, zeal, and 
courage have risen in Turkey. Pe 


I].—Home AvMINIstEAtton. 
(a) Police. 


182. The Amrita Basar Patrika writes that the cock and bull story 
1 concocted by the Muhammadan informer re the 

N 4 44 ee = discovery of materials for a bomb near a4 temple 
| at Karachi stattled the whole country and kept 

Further sensational 

ronounced to be 


. 
best detectives of the country, backed by the willing co-operation of the 
whole country, have hitherto failed to throw any light on the Delhi bomb 
outrage. One can well conceive how the mouths of many a rascal have 
been too much watering at the proclaimed huge reward of one lakh, to 
induce them to invent all sorts of lies and hoaxes to have it. But one 
only wonders that the police allowed itself to be duped in the way it was 
done by the Mubammadan informer. It is said that the latter is show 
signs of insanity. But if he is a madman, one must say that there is metho 
in his madness, It is fortunate that times are changed for the better, or else 
one would have foond Karachi turned topsy-tarvy, as Midnapore was, on the 
story of a mad informer. Who knows, if this ridiculous incident does not 
inake the police a little less credalous and less prone to swallow any fib 
invented by crafty rascals, how many others will folfow in its train? 

183. Dakaities, writes the Telegraph, are being reported almost daily 
Daksitics in Rasten Becca, from Eastern Bengal. Within the last week. there 
or "es have been two serious dakaities, one in the house 
of a retired Police Inspector and the other of a rich inhabitant. In both case 
young men, attired in coats and pants and armed with revolvors, guns, ett: 
are reported to have been the perpetrators; and a large amount was carrie 
off in each case by the robbers, Of course, the usual policy of enquiry 4 
proceeding as it proceeds in all cases; but anfortunately the public are not 
aware of any result that accrues from these enquiries. Why, not one cage 
seems to have advanced much beyond the stage in which it was reported; 
and yet, it must be said that the police are beyond ptaise. If the natural and 
paid guardians of public peace and the persons and properties of His Majes 4 
subjects are criticised in the press, the Government comes to their sid and 
relict with the statement thet it is the victims who are at fault, because the 


we * 


6 


co wn 


. fen @ 
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»perate with the police. But while poliee and executive officers 
33 w their A8 and live in luxury and comfort, as. also 
safety, the poor people who nmintain them go on being rebbed, tortared, and 
ever killed. It is a wonder that this state of things continues without any- 


thing like relief. It 1 undeniable that the present system has failed; and 


nemkive that the same. gives place to a better one. The of 
Ben aon followed has proved to be worthless. Some other means 
must be adopted. When the police have failed to afford protection, the people 
should be permitted to protect thenwelven The Government should em 
at its own cost wore chaakidars in „ village and arm them efficiently, as 
also the patichayets, The villagers themselves should be allowed to keep 
ame. If this were done, they may be expected to offer tangible resistance to 
dakaits. If, however, the Gdvernment, in spite of its unlimited resources, is 
not prepared to repose as mech confidence in the people as to remove the 
restrictions of the Arms Act, let it employ the army and station plateons aad 
squads in such convenient centres that they * e. out in an hour or 80 
to the scene of dakaiti, Whatever it is, Lord Carmichael owes it to bimself 
to put a stop to the dakaities. 2 3 
184. Referring to the leading article of the Engltehman, the Situation in 
3 Eastern Bengal, in its issue of the 7th February 
Dakaities in Eastern Bengal. 1913, in which it remarked, as has been its favorite 
custom, that the dakaities in East Bengal are all political dakaities organised 
by the samttis, the Amrita Basar Patrika observes that its contemporary also 
admits, in the very same breath, that— it was hoped that the discovery and 
disposal of the Dacca Anus fi, Samité would have an effect. But it has not, 
etc., etc.,” thus obligingly supplying its own redactio ad absurdum. ‘The Amrita 
Buzar Patrila thought that by this time the disereditable nature of the jobs 
of the above type was thoroughly exposed. For it was only in a fraction of 
the numerous prosecutions of so-called political dakaiti cuses launched by an 
over-nervous Government partly in response to such irresponsible cries—that 
the charge was brought home to the accused. And in a still smaller fraction of 
these, again, was the conneetion between the dakaities end the damits the 
bete noir of the Engkisiman—established with anything like certainty. Prose 
eation after prosecution collapsed, till a wise Head of the Judiciary and a 
great statesman at the Head of the Supreme Government combined in inaugu- 
rating a soberer political era. So the howlers were silenced and their oocupa- 
tion was for the time gone. Now, however, the itching for mischief seems to 
have seized them again, and taking advantage of the disturbed mental equali- 
brium of the authorities due to the unfortunate Delhi outvage, as well as of 
the reports of some dakaities (the political or non- political nature of which has. 
yet to be established, they ure again at their old game of stirring the bile of 


the Executive authorities. It is to be hoped, however, that the policy of the 


latter will be in no way influenced by such silly vapourings. 
185. In connection with this subject, the Indian Mirror finds that the 
nia question which confronts the pablic is, when will 
5 these dakaities cease? Nothing can be a more 
lamentable sight than that of young men of the respectable classes following a 
career of crime. This is a novel phenomenon, Dakaities aud robberies have 
till now been associated with social dereliets—men of the untouchable classen. 
The conditions are now reversed. Thanks to the missionary and the reformer, 
the untouchable classes, who were wedded for generations to immorality and 
crime, are learning the lessons of honesty and self-respect. In the United 
Provinces, the Salvation Army has already eonverted thousands of such men 
into peace-loving, honest workers. In Bengal, thugism, the great terror of the 
people, bas been stataped out by the arm of che law. Practically speaking, 
the province is denuded of organized criminal gangs like those existing in the 
old 4 But this new phenomenon of bhadraleg dakaities is producing me- 
re a revolution in the social otganism, ‘The eituntion is too grave to 
be dismissed with such commonplace observations ag the leadets ase apt to 
bestow on questions which they cannot’ ur do not width to a er. That the 
authorities are powerful and resourceful enough to pat down ‘brwlessness, 
however secretly it may be od, goes without saying. Oxime cannot eujey 
immunity. It may hide itself for a time, but it is sure to be found out ‘sooner 


Inpra® Mmnos, 
Sth Feb, 1918. 
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Nied. 1918. 
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later. The question which the public should now consider is, how the 
ä to should be dealt with by them. A good deal has 
beard, of late, about co-operation between the authorities and the leaders of the 
people. The journal puts it to the latter, if it is not time that they should une 
their influence in such a manner that there may be no place in society where such 
criminals as those referred to can take refuge. It can be said for certain that 
there is one weapon—a handy weapon—which can be very well used for the 


suppression of lawlessness, viz., the social weapon. It is well known tha 
during the boycott 2 the exponents of that propaganda ae 
to the utmost to bring soci sure to bear upon people in the matter of 
using one class of goods in preference to another. The paper asks whether 
social influence would not be used tor a better ayy in hunting out the law. 
breakers? It should be clearly and emphatically laid down that a Hindu who 
follows the career of a law-breaker, must forfeit his position in Hindu socie 
and be classed as an ‘‘untouchable.” Well, this is one form of effective 
co-operation. In the interests of Hindu society itself, it is necessary that a 
social campaign should be set up against such crime as that which has sullied 
the fair name of Bengal. 
186. The Amrita Bazar Pair ika is 1 writes the * * at 
a the suggestion that the perpetrators of the recent 
ax ee Sk dakaities in East Bengal were members of the 
bhadralog class. There ts not a greater simpleton 
than the ostrich, which buries its head in the sand in order to escape from an 
unpleasant sight. ‘The journal does not think it is a proof of wisdom to 
minimise the gravity of the question. If any one is really desirious of doing 
good to the country, he should not try to cover any defects. 
187. Writing on the unfortunate fracas lately reported between the 
Khulna Police and some of the local students at 


The “ fracas * between the 


the gates of the Khulna Exhibition pandai, the 
— 2 — Amrita Basar Pairita now learns that some of the 


constables whose conduct has been complained 
against in this connection have been suspended from service. Now, this step, 


if the report is correct, will be hailed by the public as a return to a better 
frame of mind on the part of the authorities. For the former were 80 long 
under the impression that the latter looked upon the students, however innocent, 
as their step-sons, and the police, however erratic, as their own true begotton 
sons.” This late action of the authorities will come as a welcome disabuser 
of such unfortunate impressions. Mr. Cumming, the popular and sympathetic 
Commissioner of the Presidency Division, is there, and the paper shrewdly 
suspects that it is not a little due to him. | 


(6)—Workiny of the Courts. 


188. Referring to the 2 the Amrita Bazar Patrika has . 
Sub- a om the Sub-Deputy Collectors, by opening 1 
et eee columns to the ‘ er of their ’ manifold 
grievances, the Telegraph remarks that so far as educational, social, and 
other qualifications go, there is nothing to choose among Sub-Deputies, 
Deputies, and Assistant Settlement Officers. Yet at the time of their retirement 
the Sub-Deputies cannot ordinarily expect to get more than Rs. 200, whereas 
a Police Inspector commands Rs. 250 and an Assistant Surgeon Rs. 350. But 
as a matter of fact the duties of the Sub-Deputy are far more responsible, 
onerous, and difficult than those of the latter. There has been improvement, 
of late, in almost all branches of the public service; but no one seems to have 
remembered that there is such a class of Executive officers as Sub-Deputy 
Collectors who also exercise magisterial functions. The journal wishes same 
good Samaritan will rise and attack the Government on behalf of this hard 
worked and ill- paid service. Lord Carmichael had done a bit of touring in the 
province; and everywhere he must have met officers of this class. If His 
Eroelleney has done 80, he need hardly be told that Sub-Deputies are as 
th Deputies ; only they have the misfortune of being the ill-favoured wife of 
e authorities. The paper therefore prays to His Excellency that he will be 
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: ur on the poor members of the Subordinate 
of rising to Ra. 400, if not Rs. 500. This is, indeed, the least that can and 
should be done for them. mA 25 

letter headed Partition of the Calcutta Police 
— ee — ” the Amrita Bazar Pairika writes that this 
Partition of the Calcutta Police d ęgerves serious consideration at the hands of the 
Courts. Calcutta people 5 view of the mes ol they bea 
. : ter dealt with. o position may be stated ina few 
porns: f 3 * cuties the Calcutta Police Over That being s0, 
words: it is proposed to pa 4 : 8 
the question before them is, whether or not the proposed partition will benefit 
the public. The writer has dealt with the question from various points of view 
and holds that it will do no good to any party concerned. 
190. Reverting to this case, the Amrita Basar Patrika remarks that the 
agitation carried on here and in England against 
The Arnold case. the severe sentence passed on Mr. Arnold in con- 
nection with the Critio Defamation case has borne some fruit. The Viceroy, 
as a Rangoon telegram reports, has remitted eight months of his sentence. 
While congratulating Mr. Arnold on this remission, the paper must say that the 
result is nothing more than a personal favour shown to a journalist, partly 
because of his colour and partly of the pressure put upon the Government by 
English public opinion. No Indian journalist, however heavily and unjustly 
he may be puniehed, can ever hope to have similar kindly treatment at the 
hands of the Government. Now, along with the public sympathy roused for 
Mr. Arnold for his trouble, there was one point involved in the case in which 
the public are vitally concerned. The journal means the rights and liberties 
the press may exercise in championing the cause of the people against official 
vagaries. That point, as the matter stands now, remains untouched by the 
present act of His Excellency, however clement it may be. From that stand- 
point, it is a pity that the matter was not carried to the Privy Council for an 
authoritative pronouncement on the point, 
191. A leading gentleman from Maulvi Bazar writes to the Amrita Basar 
eae Paitrika, under date 7th February :—“ The Com- 
ee missioner, I learn, will finish his report of the 
Jagatsi enquiry witbin 4 or 5 days and will send it from here.. . The 
Deputy Commissioner is still here. The people here are at a loss to under- 
stand why he is not leaving the station.” Of course, the Commissioner will 
make his report according to his light. But it would be a pity if anything 
were to occur to give rise to any misgivings in the public mind. The journal 
sincerely hopes there is no truth in the statement of its correspondent that the 
Commissioner is in a hurry to fiuish the enquiry, And why should the De ty 
Commissioner be near the enquiry officers when serious allegations have awed 
made against him and he is practicully on his trial? But if the Commissioner 
is in a hurry to submit his report, the paper earnestly trusts that the Chief 
Commissioner will not come to a definite finding on the result of the enqui 
before a reasonable time has been allowed to the public press for analysis of 


the evidence, specially as the. enquiring officer has not heard arguments, 


(c)—Jails, 


192. A few weeks hence, writes the Amrita Basar Patrika, Lord Sydenham 


Mr. Tilak. resigns the Governorship of Bombay and leaves 
India for good. That being so, will His Lordship 


be pleased to leave behind him a fragrant me f his rule by doi n act 
of mercy? The journal means the A 1 Ls 
4 st i i rok 1 of the remaining portion of the 


gratifying to see that India has 


brought the matter to the notice of His Excellency. We read :—“ In that case 


the sentence was commuted to one of simple imr.7 i 

4 the ag direction, but it has in one — 3 with — * 5 

1 p. For Mr. Tilak has been deprived thereby of the privilege of a remission 
n portion of the sentence to which prisoners sentenced to transportation or 

ngorous imprisonment are entitled, Me, Tilak has now barely a year of his 
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sentence to serve, and it seems altogether inexplicable that he should not be 
forthwith released.” Mr, Tilak was convicted and was transported for 6 cars, 
though all the three jurors, who knew the Mabaratta | ige in which the 
objectionable matter was published, found him not guilty, Then, it should be 


remembered that officialdom was simply panio-stricken at the time of the trial, 


But better days have dawned, and soberer sense and a conciliatory spirit are 

revailing. Indeed, the people fondly looked forward to Mr. Tilak’s release 
lat year when the happy advent of His Majesty in India was signalized by 
the release of prisoners, And need it be said that the release of Mr. Tikk 
will highly please the people all over the country, besides promoting a feeling 
of that n between the ruled and the rulers, for which the Government 
is 80 desirous . 


(a - Education, 


193. The Mussalon finds it a painful duty to refer now and then to the 

re vagaries of Mr. Harley and to the gross mismana 

1 Harley, Principal of the ment of the institutions unfortunately placed in 

cutta Madrassa. 7 * 

charge. As regards the management of the two 
hostels, he is completely under the thumb of the Superintendents. They have 
the knack of presenting matters in a manner that a man so obtuse and incon- 
petent as Mr, Harley is can scarcely distinguish truth from falsehood, and 
relying on their oral report and advice, he does things which create discontent 
among the boarders, and sometimes does injustice to them. The journal is 
tired of constant complaints against the Madrassa authorities, and had not the 
matter concerned Muhammadan students and were not the grievances genuine, 
the paper would have let the matter alone. But when a disease is chronic 
and takes different turns nt different times, it is necessary that a doctor should 
always be in attendance, watch the symptoms, and prescribe proper remedies. 
It is therefore that the paper considers it its duty io faithfully attend 
Mr. Harley and his advisers, viz , his subordinates. Though no Commission is 
going to be appointed at present to enquire into the recent scandals at the 
Madrasa, the journal is glad to note that Mr. Küchler, the Director of Public 
Instruction, himself came to the Madrassa on Wednesday last and took down 
the evidence of witnesses who had previously been informed by the Principal to 
attend the Madrassa on the day for the purpose. It is understood, however, that 
though there are numerous witnesses to the vagaries of the Principal, only 
about a doten of them were summoned. What principle he followed in calling 
the witnesses is not known. The memorialists ought to have been asked by the 
Director to produce their evidence and prove their allegations, but instead of that 
the Principal was asked to secure che attendance of witnesses. However, nine 
of them testified to the truth of the various allegations made against Mr. Harley, 
and only one who wasa paying boarder in the Baker Hostel and who has, 
after the scandals, been given a free seat in the Elliott Hostel, has deposed in 
a manner that apparently justifies Mr. Harley’s conduct. The journal does 
not anticipate the result of the enquiry, but Mr. Harley’s conduct during the 
enquiry has given further proof of his ill-temper and unfitness to deal with 
students, It is said that Mr. Harley happened to meet one of the witnesses 
on Tuesday. He called him and said: ‘Please, do come and support me 
to-morrow.” On Wednesday after his examination the said witness told the 
Director what Mr. Harley had told him on Tuesday. At this Mr. Harley got 
infuriated and said that it was a misstatement. The witness said that he 

could swear to that, and when he was going to do so and uttered the name 
God, Mr. Harley stood up and said: Don't take the name of God; you are 
a liar,” and pushed him out of the room, in the very presence of the Director 
of Public Instruction. Is any further proof necessary as to Mr. Harley’s gross 
unfitness for the office he holds? This Mr. Harley did in the presence of his 
official superior, and one can well imagine what he cannot do when out of his 
9 Four of the witnesses deposed to Mr. Harley's use of the expression 
savages” when he abused the students and had them turned out of his 
house, There are many other witnesses who were not called, who, it is said, 

Gan testify to its truth. Mr. Harley has the impudence to deny it. 
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not obly capable of using abusive language, but of misrepresenting fectar tea, 


and it ia a pity that a. man of such e character ia the head.of a great educational 


institut o students reside. If it cannot be the intention. 
1 pty — —— should imitate the life of this model 
Principal, his farther retention in the post must be inexplicable to the public, 
152 The Indian Empire welcomes the valuable note written by Bir 
Gurodas Bauarji, the great jurist and educationist, 
Sir Gurudes Banerji and the who had twice acted as Vice-Chancellor af the 
Decoa University. Calcutta University. The note has been penned en 
the report of the Dacca. University Committee, in which he submits:certain 
apecific recommendations, While approving the retention of . Islamic studies 
as a co-ordinate branch of Arts and Science, he suggests to apply equally 


Brahminio or Sanskritic studies to include Pali or Buddhistic Literature for 


indus. It is not only just but also most opportune. The journal believes 
zi — will seriously object to such inclusion when he says that this involves 
an inequality of treatment of two great departments of oriental learning which 
requires to 4 removed, for considerations of theoretical symmetry as well as of 
ractical justice.” His protest aguinst the establishment of a separate college 
See the well-to-do class in connection with the University is not only just, but 
also unanswerable. The paper is glad the veteran knight has suggested the 
rejection of the establishment of the same on the grounds of equality and 
feasibility, The journel strongly os that after such anathema has been 
possed on its head by one of the best educationists in Bengal, if not in the 
whole of India, the scheme will be shelved for ever, 55 
195. The Bengalee writes that a mass meeting under the perry of 
Mr, E. P. Ghosh, Barrieter-at-Law, was held in 
er College Square on Sunday last to discuss how best 
to spread primary education among the masses of Indians. Mr. Gokhale’s 
Bill on primary education having been thrown out by the official majority in 
the Imperial Legislative Council, the question necessarily arises, can Indians 
do nothing to help themselves? The matter calls for the earnest attention of 
all who have the good of this country at heart. Reform is the wateh-word of 
the day. But no scheme of reform — social, political or other--can be worked 
with any assurance of success so long as the masses of the people, the backbone 
of the nation, are steeped in ignorance and superstition. In this, as in so many 
other things, a great deal lies in the hands of the Indians. It was time that 
organized efforts were made all over the province to spread primary education 
among the ignorant people, by starting primary schools and pathsulas in parts 
of the country where none at present exist. Here, certainly, is à question in 
regard to which ull classes of the people may join 3 In the ultimate 
success of the movement all the different vommunities are equally interested. 


Educated men who ordinarily live in the country, and who by reason of their 
In aD unstinted measure, their confidence 


close touch with the people enjoy, 
und good-will, may do a good deal in this respect. To them the journal 
noble and patriotic work, aud it is quite 


appeals to address themselves to this 
sure it does not appeal in vain. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


196. It is almost i knows, writes the Herald, that 155 2 of 
. this body attracted the notice of His Excellency 

. r Lord Carmichael during his first visit to this city. 
aturally therefore the people hoped for a better state of things and one 
could be excused if one thought that by the time the Governor paid a second 
2 to Dacca there woul L be some distinct improvement to note. Lord 
armichael is again on a visit to his second capital, but have the affairs of the 


Dacca Municipality improved, to an * . : 
Hos éven a sur 4 5 1 * A. Frese le extent, in, the meantime ? 


. | h we d out of the interest which 
His Excellency evinced in the matters of the U ing aha ali ized ? 
It has to be admitted with sorrow that t r 


done that could be chronicled. The here has, indeed, been precious little 


— Conse Department continnes to 
So on just as before, the supply of filtered 92 ilable, practically, to 
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e same limited area; the condition of the streets will hardly bear criticism, 
25. journal does not by thus pointing out the defects of the municipal 
administration, mean that any one wanted the new Dacca to be built in a 
day which Rome was not. There bas recently been, moreover, a change of 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman, If there could be any circumstances which 
could lead one to believe that there would now be a wholesome cht 
such circumstances were there. But things continue just as ever, and the 
wide-awake mind which enabled His Excellency, on the v first. visit, to 
take a correct view of the state of the Dacca municipal affairs, will enable 
him to take note of this fact. But it seems hopeless; not that His Exoellen 
could not personally intervene in the interest of local self-government, but 
in view of the stern fact that even the combination of most favourable 
circumstances could not bring to the people of Dacca the much-wished-for 
relief. The outlook of munieipal administration in Dacca is felt to be gloomy 
enough, and it is rather hard for the people of Dacca, as it would be hard 
for the citizens of any other city, to effect any improvements in the situation, 
unassisted by powerful support. If, then, there is any inference to be drawn 
as regards the progress in self-government, there are ample grounds for such. 
The almost hopeless state of things in the Dacca Municipality points unerringly 
to one conclusion, that there is something radically wrong which must be 
corrected before any progress in municipal affairs can be possible. Verily 
a Nemesis is presiding over the destinies of the city. What that radical defect 
is, it is for the authorities to find out; what remedy would be effective, it is 
for them to devise. The paper hopes still that the keen and earnest nature 
of Lord Carmichael will yet enable him to localine the plague-spot. ‘Io 
remove this hopeless state of things, extraordinary measures may ultimately 
only succeed. The proposals to raise the franchise, at which critics have 
laughed, may after all, be found to be the only possible way out of the 
difficulty. But somehow or other a way out should now be found; means 
should be devised to remove the n blots in the municipal adminis- 
tration of Dacca. Otherwise it will continue to be a disgrace to those in 
charge of municipal administration, a disgrace to the people of Vacca, and 4 
disgrace all round. 

197. The Amrita Bazar Patrika has received a copy of a petition sub- 

| mitted to the Government of Bengal by several 

4 443 eee inhabitarts of the Magura subdivision, distriet 
— Jessore, protesting against the mode in which 


the Subdivisional Offcer has nominated certain 
official members to the Local Board. It uppears thet the election of the 


members of the Local Board of the subdivision having failed for non- 
attendance of the 10 per cent. of the voters, the Subdivisional Officer has had 
to nominate two additional members in addition to the three he is ordinarily 
empowered to nominate, One of these is a Sub-Deputy Magistrate and the 
other an Inspector of Police, while of the latter-named three, one is a lessee 
under the District Board who, as Chairman of the Local Board, some time 
ago, had received a vote of censure from that Board. The journal cannot 
congratulate the Subdivisional Magistrate on the manner in which he has 
exercised his powers of nominating the members. Apart from the technical 
irregularity, as pointed out by the petitioners themselves, of electing these 
official members as ez-oficio members, as well as the unequal and unfair 
representation of the several parts of the subdivision it will entail, the effect 
of the measure will be to thoroughly officialise the Board. Now, this is & 
* which is as much against the intention of the wise framers of the 
Self-Government Act as against the interests of those vitally concern. 
The main object of that enactment, conceived in the most liberal of spirits, 
is to enable the people themselves to manage their own local affairs. An 
nothing is more calculated to render that spirit nugatory than to pitchfork 
into the Board · members who, besides being strangers to the subdivision, 
cannot, by virtue of their official predilections, be expected to press the 
popular point of view or to further popular interests, undeterred by fear 
or favour. The views and acts of these Boards are often construed and pro- 
claimed by the authorities to be those of the people themselves, Man they 
do so with any sense of justice or fairness when the Boards are thus 


“ 
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stitute ere is un additional illustration how.a popu 
2 b ane useless, if not mischievous, dy. 
ill.advised action of the executive officers. 15 Ne of t 
Officer of Magura, if sanctioned, will make local self-govprnment | 
subdivision a farce and a misnomer. The paper trusts Lord Oarmicl 
liberal-hearted Governor, will not permit this sacrifice of the popular 
at the altar of officialism. 


(f)— Questions affecting th: land. 


yondent of the Herald writes: The- general condition 
Map ia of the Hill Tracts is worse than the last 2 The 
Condition of Tippera Hill Tracts. Government gave a loan 4 5 one lakh of e 
˖ hi le and still the amount was not considered quite sufficient, on 
. Thien the Jooms could not be properly attended to, for, in search of 
food the joomeas had to roam about from place to place during the whole of 
the jooming season. The percentage of outturn is also much less. The | cotton 
crop is not quite satisfactory. The plough cultivators reaped a fairly good 
crop. The fabi crop too, is not quite hopeful.” | 


(9)}—Ratlways and Communications, including Canan and Irriga tion. 


199. The Telegraph is glad to find that Messrs, Khetter Mohan 


De & Oo., guided by the energy, tact, and 

* 1 Khetter * resourcefulness of Babu Kristo Chandra De, are 
de deri „ getting into prominence as railway projectors and 
| constructors. The Government of India has just 
sanctioned the survey of a line of railway from Kalighat to Fatehpur, a 
distance of 18 miles, by the firm. This is happy news, because Messrs. 
Khetter Mohan De & Co., unlike Messrs, Martin & Co., is a purely Indian 


concern. The success of the firm in the matter of rng ‘construction is, 


therefore, a matter of national . e because the 
always insinuating that Indians did not deserve consideration on account of 
their want of capacity, initiative, and powers of organization. Babu Kristo 
Chandra has given a lie direct to these charges and he, therefore, deserves well 
both of the country and the Government. Garioudiy enough, it is such pioneers 
of industry who go unrevognized and unhonoured by the Government, because 
erhaps they cannot bring themselves to kow-tow to those in power or curry 

avour with them. But is it a compliment tothe rulers? 4 88 3143 
200. Great consternation prevails in Belgachia and the adjoining tracts, 
ve + hig Chine writes the Amrita Basar Patrika, on <r — 

e extension of the Ultadingi appearance of a declaration in the 

eg n 0 éette to the effect that a little more than 28 
g . . bighas of land are to be acquired for the purpose of 
the extension of the Ultadingi yard of the Eastern Hengal State Railway. 
Immediately on the appearance of the declaration a meeting was called to 
protest agtinst the contemplated acquisitio 


overnment were 


quisition, and it was decided to make a 


proper representation to the authorities to put a stop to such a calamity. This 
representation has now been submitted to the Manager, Eastern Bengal State 
Railway, to the Railway Board, and other authorities having the re of the 
matter. The representation is signed by 74 respectable citizens of the locality, 


all truders, and goes to show not only that incalculable mischief will be done 
to them if they are now turn 1. 


turned out f ir old eads and business 
centres, but also that loss will accrue t Sr | 


tres, be hat loss will accrue to the railway itself by reason of the 
shifting of the jute transit from the Nailway to the waterway, which the 
acquisition will inevitably entail. The petition sets forth a large number of 
Ander facts which ought to engage the careful attention of the Railway 
authorities. It is said that the Railway pany had already acquired large 
plote of land a few years back at the expenditure of considerable sume, but they 
are now lying idle. The journal fhioks the matter demands a sifting, enquity, 
and hopes the Chief Engineer, wich the help of his able aad popular Deputy, 
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Rai Bahadur Ralla Ram, will look to the matter. It is needless to point out 


with what sanctity the Hindus look upon their old homesteads and business 


laces, and a Hindu like the Rai Bahadur’ will. certainly. sympathise with it. 
e paper is loath to believe that they will lend countenance to a measure that 
threatens to injure individual interests, dislocate trade, as well as cause _ pecu- 
niary loss to the railway itself. 4 bcm S| rie 
201. Referring tothe report of the Committee, which was. appointed 
some time ago to enquire into the Sibpur College 
ghat disaster, and the resolution of the Government 
of Bengal thereon, the Bengales writes :—‘' The disaster aud in particular the loss 
of life it caused excited a good deal of public attention. There was a general 
demand for a sifting enquiry, and the opinion was widely expressed that the 
disaster might have been avoided if only the arrangements at the ghat had been 
all that they might have been and if certain individuals had not acted as they 
did. The report practically exonerates—we were going to say whitewashes— 
everybody from the mami upwards. That the manjht did say something 
calculated to produce the impression that the third trip of the dinght would be 
the last is not denied, but his intention, it is said, was quite unimpeachable, 
‘What apparently the manjhi said, we learn from the report, under in- 
structions from the serang, was that he would take off the European passengers 
and that the Indian students should walk to Shalimar gat. That was very 
sensible advice. Ifit had been taken, there would have been no disaster.’ 
Why either the srang or the manjhi should have taken it upon himself to 
make an invidious difference between European and Indian passengers, and 
more extraordinary still, why the Committee should think that they were 
justified in making such difference, we are entirely unable to understand. If 
the European passengers had been all ladies, the justification attempted by the 
Committee would have been intelligible. Again, if the mami had merely 
said that he wouid take off the first-class passengers first, and then the others, 
his conduct and the Committee’s defence of it would have been at least plaus- 
ible, As it is, we are astonished as much at the audacity of the manjhi and the 
serang in making a differentiation which they had no right aud no business to 
make, as at the extraordinary lack of humour and of an ordinary sense of 
proportion displayed by the Committee in characterising as sensible a piece 
of advice which was absolutely impertinent, to say the least of it. Again, 
speaking of the serang, the Committee say that this officer ‘evidently .did 
not move the steamer towards the pontoon at once,’ and that ‘an officer with 
greater presence of mind would have taken the chance of grounding and would 
have endeavoured to reach the scene of the accident promptly.’ But lest this 
might produce an ungrateful effect upon the mind of the reader, an effect that 
would have been at variauce with the general trend of the report, the Com- 
mittee immediately qualify their observation with the remark :—‘It is doubt. 
ful, however, if any action taken by the serang could have prevented loss of 
life.’ Regarding the allegations against some of the European passengers, the 
Committee are of opinion that these either éxaggerated what had been done by 
the passengers in question or the evidence in support of them was vage and 
insufficient. On the most important question of the immediate causes of the 
disaster, the report does not add to our knowledge. The boat, we are told, 
was overcrowded and the passengers and the crew were remonstrating and 
trying to prevent others from coming into it, and two of the European passen- 
gers and some Indian passengers jumped out and regained the pontoon. This 
made the boat unsteady, and at this point the wave of a passing steamer caught 
it on the beam and capsized it. With the improvements suggested in the 
report, whether as regards police or other arrangements at the ghat or else- 
where we shall deal later on. The only feature of the report upon which we 
are able to corgratulate its authors as well as ourselves is the certain note it 
strikes regarding the heroism displayed by a number of individuals, all of them 
Indians—save one, in rescuing persons who would otherwise have been 
drowned. At the time a good deal was said about the alleged unbecoming 
conduct of students. There never was any evidence to show that the conduct 
of the students was anything else than becoming and honourable, and now we 
have the authoritative finding of the Committee that the vast majority of those 
who displayed the greatest humanity and courage on the occasion were not 
only Indians, but students.” | 


1 * 


The Sibpur disaster enquiry. 
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General. 


8 the followi 
202, The Bengalse * Public Sr des Commission at Rangoon 
Race-fecling and the Public ag reported by the Associated Press: —“ When 
Services Commission. Mr. Hartnoll was answering a question gots 
Mr. Gokhale as to the feeling of Burmans towards Indians, reference to which 
s made by Mr. Hartnoll in an answer to a previous question, the Chairman, 
bere sera said: I must interpose : I deprecate these questions being raised. 
We should confine ourselves to the Service, and I ask my colleagues and wit- 
neases to avoid these comparisons as between races, which have really no point 
on the subject of the Commission before us. We have come to get information 
cting the Services in Burma, and not as to whether a Burman despises 
and dislikes an Indian and the Indian, a Burman, I cannot really see any 
point in issue, and | must ask that the Commissioners and witnesses from 
now on will avoid it. The journal is bound to say that it is altogether unable 
to understand the attitude of the Chairman in this matter. It was not 
Mr. Gokhale who had raised the question of race-feeling. Asa matter of 
fact, this question has been before the Commission in one form or another 
from the beginning, though not in every case in a pronounced form. In 
the present case, so far as can be made out, it is not Mr. Gokhale, nor any 
other Indian member of the Comnfission, but the Chairman himself who 
seems from the report to have raised the question. For a reference to the 
report shows that the first time the witness referred to the subject was when 
he said, in reply to a question put by the Chairman, that the dislike by a 
Burman of a native of India was inherent in the race and that the latter 
was regarded as kala and a foreigner.’ The question having been raised in 
80 pronounced a form, it was incumbent upon Mr. Gokhale to further examine 
the witness upon the point, and to enquire what precisely were the data 
upon which his opinion was based. It is nothing if not extraordinary that 
the Chairman should have allowed the witness to go on when he said, in reply 
to a question put by himeelf, that the Burman regarded the Indian as kala 
and a foreigner, but should have thought it his duty to interpose as soon 
as Mr. Gokhale sought to obtain from the witness a further statement which 
would probably have enabled the Commission and the public to judge what 
value to attach to his 2 statement. The journal need scarcely say that 
in this matter Mr. Gokbale will command the sympathy and support of a 
united public opinion.“ 
206. The Benga es cannot help thinking that it was a great mistake on 


66 the part of the Royal Commission to have invited 


f the Local Governments to give oral evidence before 
the Commission through the mouth of one or other of their Seoretaries. As 


was said, it gould have been far better to have invited the members of Govern- 
ment to give evidence in their individual capacities. The objection ‘to which 
the method actually adopted is open is, indeed, obvious. At Rangoon the 
Hon’ble Mr. Rice, Chief Secrotary to the Local Government, was examined 
on Friday last. 
the present 2 of recruitment for the Civil Service worked satisfactorily; 
and he added that Sir Harvey Adamson was strongly opposed to simultaneous 
examinations, After this emphatic declaration of bis views by the head of 
the Government, which member of the Service in the province, whether Indian 
or European, would dare to give his opinion freely and unreservedly in favour 
of simultaneous examinations? It, therefore, comes to this, that official 
opinion elicited before the Commission will, for the most part, be merely 
the echo of the opinion of the Government, at any rate where the head 
of the Government is a member of the Indian Civil Service. This is surely 
not what was originally intended either by the Commission or by those who 
appointed them. ) 


204. The Indign Mirror hie: that the appointment of Mr. pores to as 

Mr. Ki ‘ts Adminis. 25 Administrator-General, Bengal, in place of Mr. 
eaten dene. Hyde, who has proceeded Home on ras or 
1 33 leave tory to retirement, has given universa 

satisfaction. Mr. Kinney is a legal commentator of great reputation, and his 


extract from the proceedings 


peaking on behalf of the Lieutenant-Governor he said that 
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work in the Administrator-General’s office has been marked by abili 
administrative capacity of a high order. His courteous and 1 a ya 
has made him N legal circles and with the public, 
205. The Amrita Basar Pairika remarks that the solution of the site 
i * problem of New Delhi is as far eff as ever. The 
The site for New Delhi. experts are fettered by one condition to give their 
lans, The Government has voted six crores of rupees for the building of the 
New Delhi, and the scheme of the 7 must on no account exceed that 
amount. No wonder if they find themselves in an unenviable position, 
One thing is certain. The New Delhi will never be built for this amount either 
on the northern or southern side of Old Delhi, The journal reprodaces the 
following from the Delhi correspondent. to the Haglishman :-—“ At the present 
rate of progress, it seems doubtful if any members of the present Govern. 
ment will ever reside in the official residences: which are now being planned 
for them.” If what the Znglishman’s oorrespondent says be true, surely 
it cannot but prove a bitter disappointment to the present Government, 
As time advances, the Government is coming to realize the difficulties of the 
Delhi business more and more,—difficulties not a little enhanced by the anfor. 
tunate inability of the Viceroy—the life and soul of the New Delhi Scheme—to 

push it through with his personal stimulus, | | ee 

206. Referring to a * communiqué 8 states that the memorials 
f . ü rom certain inhabitants of Orissa and Sonthal 
e eee Parganas and from landowners of Manbhum, 


requesting the re- inclusion of these tracts in the Presidency of Bengal, have, 


after a careful cousideration been rejected, since no sufficient justification has 
been shown for a further readjustment of provincial boundaries, the engale 
writes that the reply is more or less a repetition of the answer which the 
Government gave in 792 to questions asked in the Imperial Council, In 
the storm and stress of life, the public are apt to lose sight of questions of 
enduring interest in favour of pressing considerations of less importance, but 
more urgent in their appeal to these immediate needs, It is the duty of the 
ublicist to rescue the permanent from the ephemeral and assign to enduring 
interests the paramountcy which they claim and which they deserve to have 
in the public mind. Reiteration has been found to be the most effective 
weapon in public affairs for the unsettlement of settled facts and the vindica- 
tion of public rights. ‘There was never a stronger case or a more righteous 
demand than that for the readjustment of territorial boundaries in Bengal. 
The recent redistribution took place admittedly in a hurry. Two things were 
definitely promised by the despatch of the 25th August. They were (L) the 
consultation of public opinion by the discussion of the details with local and 
other authorities, and (2) “a modification of Bengal (after sich consultation) on 
such broad and comprehensive lines as to form a settlement that shall be final 
and satisfactory to all.” The journal is bound to eay that both these pledges 
have not been carried out. There has been no consultation with the public 
and, further, the arrangement which has been carried. out is. not satisfactory 
to all, and therefore cannot be regarded as final. It is possible that the 
Government may think that they have done enough by modifying the partition, 
and that they must allow things to settle down before they: embark. upon a fresh 
redistribution. There is some force in this, but when a Government is once 
at this work it is best to be done with it; and this is imperative when the Govern- 
ment has made a distinct promise in this direction. The non-redemption of the 
promise or its postponement for an indefinite pee d, must cause irritation 4 
istrust. Further, a promise made by a British Government can never be with- 
drawn. The history of the lest fifty years is the history of * pledges Nie, 
by the Government and of the persistent, efforts of the people to bring about 


their redemption. In not one instance has the Government gone back e. 
its promise. There has been delay and even postponement, creating a sense 
ublic n and perhaps of despair in impressionable minds. Bu 


t the 
leaders of the people never Jost faith in the ultimate redemption of the pl 
given ; for they bad faith in themselves and in the great Government ae 
which it was their privilege to live, They were perzistent, obstinate 2 
nnpielding, and the history of the present. generation is the history of ¢ 

steady triumph of their efforts; and the lesson will net be ‘lost! upon the mee 
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ok the 1 generation 
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they shall not get what they wau altered by the divi yin ed | 
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aus is no final settlement of the question of the 


and never was & wiser saying livinely-insp! 
— of O Chiistianity. Its application in the domain of politics nae 
abundantly proved by the long roll of victories which have crowned the ‘efforts 
of the good, the true, and the persistent who had a living faith in the’ cause 
they upheld. ) 4 


III. - LremLArIown. b 


. Referring to a ress communiqué which states that the Financial 
aa 5 ae "Statement for 1913-14 will be presented to the 
The presentation of the Finan- 


cial Statement for 1913 14 tothe Imperial — Council on Saturday, the lest 
n 


Imperial Legislatave Council. March, and scussed between the 7th and the Ilth 
idem, and that the budget will be finally presented 
on Friday, the 21st idem, and discussed on Monday, the 24th, the Amrita Basar 
Patrita remarks that there will be discussions, nay, heated discussion over 
the budget, and the Government will patiently listen to what the non-official 


members may say or suggest, only it will not act up to the suggestions of 
the latter. | 
VI.—MIscELLANEOUs, 


208. The Bengalee writes that the Hon’ble Nawab Shams-ul-Huda, who 
; is on a visit to Comilla, was on his arrival at the 
An Indian first,a Muhammad an 


oan place accorded a cordial and enthusiastic reception 


by the local public. In the course of a speed he 
made on the occasion, the Nawab is reported to have declared that he never 
forgot that he was an Indian first and then a Muhammadan, and that a 
sectarian would be entirely out of place in the position he was called upon to 
occupy.” The journal welcomes this declaration as sii ifying a change of 
outlook on the part of the great community of which “the awab is a dis. 


uhammadan gentleman, but this is the first time that it has been made by a 


Muhammadan gentleman in this province, occupying the position of eminence 


in the public life of his community that Nawab Shams-ul-Huda does. The 


paper remembers very well how the ideal embodied in this declaration was 
not long ago repudiated by another distinguished leader of the Muhammadan 
community, who said that he never could understand how any Muhammadan 
who knew what Islam was could say that he was an Indian first, a Muhammadan 
afterwards. The paper supposes Nawab Shams-ul-Huda is as good a Muham- 
madan as the other speaker, 


even the best among Muhammadans cannot say what the Nawab has said with. 
out on that account ceasing to be good Muhammadans. The declaration does 
2 mean the placing of secular and temporal affairs on a higher plane than 
the concerns of one’s religion. What it does mean is that so far as secular 
+ ur are concerned, the interests of the whole country are to be placed on a 
sea than those of a particular community. Thus understood—and this 


ible meaning of th sia 1 N 
to which 47 orth 3 3 Words— there is nothing in the declaration 


conscientiously commit themselves. 


; BE Not only does the highest modern thought 
and the most enlightened spirit of humenity at the sets day enjoin ps 


to prefer the good of a larger number to that of ll 
ae , a smaller, but even a superficial 
———— of the Indian situation is enough to convince one that 5 have 
= arrived at a stage of development when it ig absolutely impossible for any 
ng “ community to work out its salvation except as. an integral part of a 
greater whole, And the essential condition of evolution in such circumstances is, 


that the good of the’ must be subordina 
Hindu or Mahammadan would thus be all the . would Tender 


who will take up: their’ mantle and continue their 


—— member. Not that such a declaration was never before made by a 


and it has never been able to understand why. 


Muhammadans or among Hindus cannot © 


the 
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greater and more effectine ervice: ever to hie own .obmmanity if 
the relation in which his community ‘stands abd must stand to the Wider tif, 


of the ion. 1 +; : ; aot a Pik ~ a warts ‘. tks 88 ‘SoS ae : *. 
209. Ref icle in the ‘Indian World under this: 


spheres, mentioned b 
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ales writes: In this article the editor 


of a Gokhale or a Laj 3 Rai, the princely philanthropy of a Tata and 15 
earnestness to revive Hi If com- 
parisons are generally odious, they are ddubly ‘do in the case of fellow- workers, 
and we for our part are not prepared to say one word to suggest either our 
agreement with the writer or dissent from the view he expresses; But is the 
writer quite spre he is not drawing an unduly: péssimistic picture about the 
Bengal of to-day ? , Assuming for the sake of argument that in the partieular 
, enti by him there is no Bengali wh can be named in the game 
reath with the distinguisned Indians whom he names, is that a sufficient reason 
for holding that Bengal as a province has deteriorated? In the spheto of 
social reform, for, instance, are we not entitled to ask in what precise way the 
people of n have been left behind by those of any other province? Ani, 
then, as regards philanthrophy, is the magnificent gift of Sir Tarak Nath 
Palit to the Calcutta University exactly a proof that the instinct of philar- 
thropby is dead in our people? The explanation offered by the writer for 
what he calls the general 1 > seems to us to be equally fantastic. 
Whatever else may be the explanation of the phenomenon, surely the general 
vanity of our people and the reluctance to recognize merit in other quarters’ 
forms no part of it. Bengal may be justly proud of ber past, but we do not 
believe she has more of vanity in her composition than any other province; 
and as regards recognizing merit in other quarters,’ it is not thé proposition 
the writer lays down but its opposite which is true. No Indian leader, who 
hails from 8 Bengal, is more honoured in his owu province than he is in 
Bengal. he reception which was accorded to India’s Grand Old Man in 
Calcutta in 1906 easily surpasses any that was ever accorded to any Indian 
leader in any other. province. The fact is no provinoe is more cosmopolitan in 
its ‘sympathies and more, national, as distinguished from prowiucial, in its 
patriotism than Bengal, and this is a fact which has always been ised.” 


L. N. BIRD, 
Orrice or THE BNdAL. InTgLiicence BRANcH, Ht 5 
15 9. ELrsron Row; 
The 15th Februdry 1918. 


AN Preee—17-3.1919-69X—I77—0, W. 


OO 


(a 


( 


